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He’s a charming little fellow with a mission 
— to help youngsters enjoy Chanukah! His 
CHANUKAH PARTY package contains a 
of the holiday. 
There’s a delightful array of healthfully 


wonderland treats for 


delicious milk chocolate solid pieces, lolly- 
pops, fruit flavored gums and other candies 
...there’s Chanukah “gelt’”, and a dredi 


-+.@ new game...and the new “Barri’’ 


Holiday Chanukah color booklet of 


pictures and games. 
7 OZ., COMPLETE 


THE © AND Parricine Barricini candies are made under the official Kashruth 
: supervision of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congrega- 

tions of America, assuring strict conformity with the Jewish Dietary Laws. Rabbinic represen- 
tatives of the Union, who are duly ordained orthodox rabbis, maintain inspection over every 
phase of the production of all Barricini products. In addition, the suppliers of all raw materials 
used in the manufacture of Barricini candy are under the same stringent rabbinical inspection. 

_ No products are made by Barricini, Inc. on the Sabbath or any Jewish Holiday. Because of this 
|. strict adherence to Kosher requirements, Barricini, Inc. has been awarded the O-U seal of 
ji supervision and endorsement of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America. 


CANDY 


CHANUKAH GIFT 


PRESENTATIONS 
at no (nevease in prices! 
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Your Order Now Assures On-Time Holiday Delivery 
BARRICINI CANDIES, Dept. A. J. 
22-19 41st Ave., Long. Island City 1, N. Y. 


Enclosed is $______ __for item(s) and quanti- 
ties checked below. Please send to address below. 


Item Price & Shipping Costs 
Chanukah Box 1.29 plus 34¢ (Add .10 
for each add’l. box to same address.) 


1 Ib. Menorah Tin 1.79 plus 39¢ (Add .14 
for each add’l. box to same address.) 


2 Ib. Menorah Tin 3.50 plus 44¢ (Add .24 
for each add’l. box to same address.) 


Chanukah Party 79¢ plus 34¢ (Add .10 
for each add’l. box to same address.) 


(New York City shipments add 3% city sales tax.) 
SHIP TO: 
Name 


Address 


Quantity 














City__ State 





From: 
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Traditional 
MENORAHS 
for CHANUKO 


These designs have been handed down 
from the earliest days of Judaism. Both 
are solid brass, polished and lacquered to 
preserve their lustre through many, many 
happy Chanuko seasons. Let them bring 
the Chanuko to your home and heart! 


A. Round pedestal base, Hebrew- 
inscribed Star of David sur- 
mounted by Shamosh holder. 
Approximately 7” high, 8” long. 

B. Footed base, Lions of Judah with 
Ten Commandments, Star of 
David surmounted by Shamosh 


holder. Approximately 7” high, 
8” long. 


each, $5.50 postpaid 
Write jor our FREE gift catalog 


New Marlboro Stage, 
Great Barrington, Mass. 











Lake Bryn awr Camp 
HONESIJALE, PA. 
flello” / 







} 
Brochure on 4 zirls 6 to 16 


180 Riverside Dr., N. Y. 24. N.Y. 
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What a Rabbi Can Do Without 
To the Editor Py 


As I read through the first stanza of 
the poem, “What a Rabbi Can Do With- 
out,” a faint smile curled my upper lip. 
Interesting, I mused. Read on. . . . By 
the third stanza my smile was a flush of 
anger. At the end of the poetic excur- 
sheer amazement. I 
amused. Certainly my friend 
pies a large Eastern pulpit) must have 
in his ministry than the 











sion, was no longer 


(who occu- 


something more 
trustee who wanted a sermon—timing 
gong and the member who only comes 


two days a year and wants book reviews! 

What did you expect from the min- 
istry? When we were ordained we got 
no gilded guarantees that we would have 
untroubled spiritual waters, no 
that every congregant would be a searcher 


promises 


for Torah, no oath that every layman 
would come running to sit at our feet 
“thirsting for the words of the living 
God.” There would be little and _ petty 


things. There would be men and women 
who professed religion and did not live 
would be even an occasional 
which did not swoon every 
That is precisely why 
To teach. To guide. To 
It is precisely the 


it. There 
congregation 
time we_ spoke. 
there are rabbis. 
inspire. To befriend. 
congregants you described who need us 
most, though they may want us least. 
They may at times try our patience. They 
may not respond to our appeals and our 
But to win these over to our 
that I think is the hope 
rabbinate. ... 

I offer my 


teachings. 
religious cause 
of the 
May own poetic postscript? 
So you want life to be 
Without a sigh. 
You want no crimes, no problems, 
no demands from on high? 
If to pessimism you would 
surrender 
What kind of service 


hope to render? 


can you 


Rabet Burton E. Levinson 
Temple Sinai, Pittsburgh 
To the Editor: 
Here’s a comment on the poem “What 


Do Without.” 


a Rabbi Can 
I DON’T LIKE: 
A rabbi who’s so timid he’s afraid to take 
a stand 


And starts every other sentence with 
“But on the other hand” 

A rabbi who's so “modern” he forgets 
that we are Jews 

And would like a bit of learning 
not his comments on the news, 


(Continued on page 28) 
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‘Sat Eve Post Calls Sam Levenson 
| “Brainiest Comic on the Air” 





' Good News! Sam Levenson Has 
Written a Heartwarming Classic 
| of American Jewish Humor 


Now Laugh With MEET THE FOLKS Including 
the Famous GUIDE TO BASIC YIDDISH Under 
This Unconditional Money Back Guarantee 


NEW YORK:—The sensation of TV—pedagogue 
turned comic—has now written a book = of 
the warm, salty folk humor that has made Sam 
Levenson famous throughout America. 

MEET THE FOLKS is_ packed 
rollicking stories of the old country—riotous ex- 
amples of Jewish-American customs—droll lore 
of the Catskill vacationists—tender spoofs at the 
problem of being a parent on New York’s teem- 
ing East Side. Plus a special section, For Men 
Only, that women readers are sure to look at 
first 


| “REPRESENTS THE TRADITION OF WILL 
ROGERS AND MARK TWAIN’—N.Y. TIMES 


| Like other famous raconteurs, Levenson’s wit, 
humor and gentle satire bring a tug at the heart 
as well as tears of laughter to his listeners and 
readers. You will enjoy an immensely rich and 
human experience as you chuckle through the 


pages of MEET THE FOLKS. 
READ IT, 10 DAYS FREE! 


So certain are the publishers that you will 
be delighted with MEET THE FOLKS that 
they will send you the book now, let you keep 
it for 10 days and refund the entire purchase 
price if not completely satisfied. For your copy 
mail coupon below today! 


with his 
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* CITADEL PRESS, 120 E. 25 St., N. Y. 10 H 

s 
s Please send me MEET THE FOLKS. I 8 
4 deposit $2.00 plus few cents postage with »s 
° ian, and may return book in 10 days for & 
s refund of purchase price if not completely & 
s Satisfiec - 
s s 
: : 
: : 

Name 

: : 
. .s 
. : 
= Address : 
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s City Zone State H 
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= SAVE POSTAGE CHARGES. Check box & 
® and en los e $2.00. Book will be sent postpaid. § 
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MENORAH of grace and 


beauty. Finely hand- 
crafted, beautifully fin- 
ished. 16° long. Choice 
of 7 or 8 candle me- 


norahs. 
Walnut base— 
postpaid, only 


Rosewood or Teakbase, 
add $2.50. 


Order 


Postpaid, 


only. * $10 pr. 


add $2.50. 


Croton-on-Hudson, New York 


GENUINE EBONY 
AND RARE, SOLID WOODS 


White Oak or 


$15 


ANDLESTICKS. 
ramatic and elegant. 
several pair in 


me for Hanukkah. 


osewood or Teak base, 





Handsomely Gift Wrapped 
West of Mississippi, add $.50 for postage 
Send Your Check or Money Order Now! 
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TRAVELTO ISRAEL IN ISRAEL SHIPS 
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WEEKLY SAILINGS FROM MARSEILLES, 
FRANCE AND ITALIAN PORTS TO 





Take part in the 
thrilling rebirth of 
a nation! Let your 













vacation dollars / 

help rebuild, | I! 

eb yr ob ge 
NE WAY $84 & up 


ROUND TRIP $1512 up 


consult your travel agent 
or the general agents. 


AMERICAN -ISRAELI SHIPPING CO., INC. 
27 William Street, New York 5 
telephone Digby 4-7600 
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SUPERBLY RICH IN TASTE AND TEXTURE 
NEW SMALL CHOCOLATES 


~~ 
In the Spotlight for Quality... 


and Exclusiveness* 


*Available only in our Own stores in New 
York, Boston, Syracuse, Philadelphia and 
Newark, or by mail. 

2 ei ies | 


SCHRAFFT’S, Dept. B 


58 West 23 St., New York 10, N. Y. } 


Please send me __ 2 lb. boxes Choco- 
lettes @ 2.86 each, postpaid. Choco- 
late preferred: Dark [|] Milk 


> 
So 
i=] 
= 
iy] 
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a 
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l 
I 
Enc.: Check [J M.O. [J (Sorry, no C.O.D.) I 
(J Please send your price list of candies { 
and gifts. 
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Why Teach 


Hebrew ? 


[One of the pr.nciples of Reform Judaism 
is the reliance upon logic to justify its 
programs. One question asked is 
“What is the value of including Hebreu 
school i t 
put this question to a number of authori- 


Ep. 


often 


in our religious curricula?” 


ties, with the following results. 


ROSENTHAL, 
Institute, 


Greer 


GREENWICH 


RABBI 
wich 
CONN. 


JULIUS 
Hebrew 


At least once in every treatment of the 
value of Hebrew instruction, someone 
must quote Bialik to the effect that read 
ing the Bible in translation is like kissing 
through a handkerchief. This observation 
happens to contribute considerable sense, 
as well as spice, to the discussion. The 
art of translation cannot possibly convey 
all the nuances and emphases which are 
obvious to the reader of the original 
tongue. 


A bedrock 


brew classics, many of them untranslated, 


understanding of our He 
matters a great deal to Reform Jews, who 
seek to cast the old faith in new forms. 
A knowledge of the past helps us to ap 
preciate the constantly evolving nature of 
Judaism, and to relate our contemporary 
efforts to that evolution. It also preserves 
us from sterile self-effacement before those 
whose admirable knowledge of Hebrew is 
mismated with theological inhibitions on 
science and common sense. 

Such elevated considerations might seem 
out of place in this context, when we con 
sider the pigmy accomplishments of all 
Jewish groups in Hebrew education. Nevy- 
ertheless, all education must be plotted in 
terms of its ultimates. The educator's task 
effective 


reaching the beginning. 


is to propound methods for 


RABBI RANDALL FALK, Congregation 
Anshe Hesed. ERIE. PA. 


Our objectives in the Hebrew program 
are very simple and realistic. In the time 


curriculum, 


allotted for this part of our 
we do not expect to teach youngsters to 
speak Hebrew nor to write it. We do 


teach them to read it intelligently and to 
understand the Hebrew which is used in 
their worship services and in home rituals. 
The more advanced students are given the 
opportunity to read and translate simple 
narrative portions of the Bible. 

This type of curriculum. we feel, pro- 
vides an additional cultural and spiritual 
to Judaism the child. It 


at-one-ness 


attachment for 
gives him a 
with his heritage and with his fellow Jews 

(Continued on page 238) 


closer sense of 


NOVEMBER, 1952 A 












ni 


de 






n- 
i 
rays 
in 
sk 


or 


on 





Editorial Comment 





One Picture: Four Editorials 


Take another look at the picture on 
the cover of this magazine. You see a 
charming young lady lighting the me- 
norah. What seems like a mere photo- 
graph is actually a four-fold message 
of signal importance. This picture is 
equivalent to four editorials, to wit: 


The Festival 

p It reminds us that Chanuko, the 
Festival of Rededication, is on the way. 
Chanuko is characteristically Jewish 
in that it combines simcha with solem- 
nity, gaiety and gravity. It is an occa- 
sion when we reenergize ourselves to 
do battle for life’s sanctities with Mac- 
cabean zeal. It is also a time for cele- 
bration, festivity, and fun both in tem- 
ple and in the “little temple” of the 
home. In conveying sincerest Chanuko 
greetings to our readers, the UAHC 
and its affiliated agencies pray that 
paganism, within men and among men, 
will suffer new defeats in the days that 
lie ahead. 


The Girl 

p The young lady on the cover, Bev- 
erly Becker, president of Temple Sinai 
youth group in Roslyn, N. Y., is an 
examplar of the new forces which as- 
sure a bright future for Liberal Juda- 
ism in America. Beverly is one of the 
hundreds of young people who have 
attended the leadership institutes spon- 
sored each summer by the National 
Federation of Temple Youth. The in- 
spiration generated by these UAHC 
institutes and other youth activities is 
incalculable. These activities are given 
new impetus in the acquisition by the 
UAHC of a camp of its own in Wis- 
consin. This is NFTY’s thirteenth an- 
niversary year, and a cluster of excit- 
ing projects will absorb the attention 
of our youth groups as they mark this 
“Bar Mitzvah.” The projects. termed 
“mitzvahs” are designed to integrate 
the young people into the life of the 
congregations. We urge temple lead- 
ers—and rabbis as well—to give much 
more attention and support to their 
youth groups. That will be the finest 
way to felicitate our national youth 
movement on a significant milestone 
of its dynamic career. 
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The Chapel 

p The cover photo was taken in the 
newly completed Chapel of the House 
of Living Judaism. This lovely small 
sanctuary, the gift of Mr. Oscar M. 
Lazrus and the late Mrs. Lazrus in 
memory of their parents, offers an ad- 
ditional inducement for a visit to the 
headquarters of the UAHC, ora return 
visit for those who have already been 
here. Impressively embellished by the 
decorations and stained glass windows 
by artist Louis Ross, the Chapel is to 
be formally dedicated with appro- 
priate ceremony. The completion of 
the Chapel highlights the role of the 
House of Living Judaism asa spiritual 
as well as an administrative center of 
American Reform Judaism. 


The Menorah 


p> Even the menorah on the cover tells 
a story. It is one of the numerous rit- 
ual objects created by the Union’s 
Commission on Synagogue Activities, 
now directed by Rabbi Eugene Lip- 
man. The congregations that have pur- 
chased this menorah and other cere- 
monial items are aware of the manner 
in which the Commission has enhanced 
the practices of Reform Judaism. The 
Commission not only brings new beauty 
to our temples, but is at your disposal 
for advice and informaticn on all phases 
of congregational life. Remember the 
Commission's services also when you 
are approached to make your contribu- 
tion to the Combined Campaign on be- 
half of the UAHC and the College- 
Institute. 
% 

Take another look at the cover of this 
magazine. Let its four-fold message im- 
print itself on your mind as you ponder 
your identity as a participant in the 
\merican Reform Jewish movement. 


Change of Address 


Do you receive this magazine at your 
correct address? If not, notify your 
temple office and correction will be 
made. If you are not a temple mem- 
ber. send notice of change directly to 
us, enclosing the address tab from 
the magazine. 
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A FAR-REACHING plan for the effec- 
tive organization of the work of the 
Jewish community relations field was 
adopted at Atlantic City last Septem- 
ber by an overwhelming vote of dele- 
gates of the National Community Re- 
lations Advisory Council. Although 
this plan, like all NCRAC decisions, 
is purely advisory, two Jewish organi- 
zations, the American Jewish Commit- 
tee and the B’nai B'rith, resigned from 
the NCRAC. 

What is this idea endorsed by so 
many and rejected by so few? It is a 
design for greater coordination in the 
field of combating prejudice and de- 
fending the good name of the Jew in 
America. The plan is the resultant of 
several years of study and was the out- 
come of the demands of Jews every- 
where for cooperation among the Jew- 
ish community relations agencies. 

Up to the formation of the NCRAC 
in 1944, those agencies had gone their 
ways largely independent of each 
other. To counteract this situation was 
the objective of the NCRAC and the 
organizations which joined it: the 
American Jewish Committee, the B’nai 
B’rith, the American Jewish Congress, 
the Jewish War Veterans, the Jewish 
Labor Committee, the Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations and twenty- 
seven community councils representing 
America’s major cities. The NCRAC 
brought these groups together, and, 
without violating their autonomy, 
helped to develop common policies on 
many important issues in Jewish life. 
It found it more difficult to get them 
to work together on plans and _ pro- 
grams. 


The Maclver Report 

Finally, in 1950, it was decided to 
conduct a study of the community re- 
lations field, with the cooperation of 
the Jewish welfare funds in larger 
cities (the LCBC), under the direction 
of a recognized social scientist. Prof. 


Robert N. Maclver of Columbia Uni- 





Mr. Kane, a member of The Temple, 
Cleveland. is president of the National 
Community Relations Advisory Council. 


The NCRAC Story 


by Irving Kane 


versity was unanimously chosen as the 
social scientist. His findings and rec- 
ommendations were submitted to a spe- 
cial committee, which obtained com- 
ments on them from all the sponsoring 
agencies and drew up a set of propo- 
sals. These recommended joint study 
of goals and methods, joint policy- 
making, joint program planning, with 
a division of responsibilities among 
the national organizations to make this 
joint planning effective. 

The proposals were brought before 
the NCRAC in 1951. The Committee 
and the B’nai B’rith joined in unani- 
mously approving the basic principles 
of division of responsibility, leaving 
the specifics to be worked out later in 
committee. 

After much study, this committee 
adopted a report, reiterating the ear- 
lier commitment to joint program 
planning and recommending that cer- 
tain specific responsibilities be as- 
signed to particular agencies. One of 
these recommendations, incidentally, 
was that the conduct of interfaith ac- 
tivities belongs to a body representa- 
tive of the three wings of Judaism. 
This was in keeping with Prof. Mac- 
Iver’s finding that religious, not secu- 
lar, organizations are the proper vehi- 
cles for the presentation, and repre- 
sentation, of the Jewish faith. Inas- 
much as the UAHC alone of the re- 
ligious organizations was at the time a 
member of the NCRAC, it was called 
upon to bring such a body into being, 
with Conservative and Orthodox rep- 
resentation. 


Compromise Offered 


Bitterly opposed by the Committee 
and the B’nai B’rith, this report was 
presented in September. Had it been 
voted on. it would unquestionably have 
been adopted. But there was a great 
desire for compromise, for some ac- 
commodation of the views of its two 
opponents. Hence, a substitute plan 
was submitted. Since the Committee 
and the B’nai B’rith had argued that 
division of work would mean impair- 
ment of their organizations and of 
their work as a whole, the substitute 


plan provided that no agency would 
have to get out of any field in which 
it was engaged. 

It also recommended, instead of spe- 
cific assignments of responsibility, a 
process whereby committees of the 
NCRAC, representing all the agencies 
and communities, would make such as- 
signments, within fields, after study- 
ing recommendations from the agen- 
cies themselves. 

It provided also that the whole plan 
be reviewed after one year, thus in 
effect making it an experimental proc- 
ess. Like the original report, it af- 
firmed the autonomy of the agencies 
and their right to dissent from any 
decision and to act in accordance with 
their dissenting views. 

Despite these concessions, the two 
dissenting agencies remained adamant, 
insisting that the plan threatened their 
autonomy and their existence. The 
modified plan was adopted overwhelm- 
ingly. Only three communities joined 
the American Jewish Committee and 
the B’nai B’rith in voting against it. 
Thereafter the two national agencies 


withdrew from the NCRAC. 


A Mature Community 

Their defection is regrettable. Those 
of us who put the good of the entire 
body of American Jewry above any 
special interests can only hope they 
will return to the “family.” 

Meanwhile, we have a great task 
before us: to plan a coordinated pro- 
gram of community relations work in 
the best interest of all American 
Jewry. In this challenge, the UAHC 
has an important role, as does every 
local congregation. Through its sup- 
port of the NCRAC, the Union has 
played its part in a decision which 
attests to the maturity of American 
Jewry, now reaching its 300th anni- 
versary. The UAHC Executive Board 
has unanimously reaffirmed its sup- 
port of the NCRAC, as has the Board 
of the Central Conference of Ameri- 
can Rabbis. 

We shall yet demonstrate that we 
can serve a common cause with effec- 
tiveness as well as high purpose! 
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D. you ever hear of a golfer who 
was happy about his score? 

Al, Bob, Lou and I were upholding 
the tradition of the “19th hole” as we 
sat around the table in the center of 
the locker room. Other club members 
were discussing their scores from one 
row of lockers to another. One com- 
plained loudly of a score in the low 
80’s; he felt that it should have been 
in the 70’s. The members of our four- 
some laughed because there was not 
one of us who would not be perfectly 
satisfied with any score below 90. 

“Did you ever hear of a golfer who 
was satisfied with his score? No one 
who can shoot below 90 ought to 
complain,” said Al. 

“That’s what we say,” I suggested, 
“because we are third-rate players. If 
we were in the higher flights, we would 
be as much disturbed by a score in the 
80’s as now when we go above 100.” 

“That may be true,” admitted Bob, 
“but why is it that no one ever seems 
to be satisfied with his game no mat- 
ter which flight he is in?” The others 
nodded their approval and looked to 
me as a student of human behavior 
to explain this phenomenon. 

“Tt’s all a matter of the self-image,” 
I said, after a moment of reflection. 
“Each player sees himself at his best 
in every situation. He remembers his 
best performance on a particular hole. 
Each time he stands up to the tee, he 
remembers his best drive, just as he 
recalls his best approach from a given 
point on the fairway and his best 
putt on the .green. Every time he 
plays the hole. he expects to repeat 
that performance, and possibly even 
to improve upon it. Very few of us 
can perform at our level best at all 
times. We are always falling short of 
what we think we ought to be. And 
that, gentlemen, is why we have Yom 
Kippur!” I laughed. 

“Come to think of it, life is like a 
golf game. Maybe that is why there 
is so much unhappiness in the world,” 
Al replied. 

“T rather think that for all too 
many people, modern life is much 
less satisfying than a golf game. That 
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Short-Cut 


to an Oxygen Tent 


by Jerome D. Folkman 


is why they come back to the game 
of golf again and again. Life is more 
frustrating than golf,” I offered, adopt- 
ing Al’s more serious tone. 

“Why do you say that?” 

“In golf, the player knows what he 
is trying to do. When he fails, he is 
distressed. But when he succeeds, or 
even does better than he expected, 
he is happy and gratified. As I see 
modern life, it appears to me that 
altogether too many people do not 
know what they want to do. They are 
living without goals. Consequently, 
they do not know when they are 
achieving and when they are not. Too 
many of those who seek to escape 
from the dilemma of life think they 
will find release in a bottle, or be- 
hind the wheel of a ‘hot rod,’ or, 
what is worse, both at the same time. 
There is no question in my mind but 
that much of the self-destructiveness 
which we see in our society and which 
contributes greatly to our high acci- 
dent rate can be explained in terms 
of the frustrating nature of a life in 
which there can be no success and 
no failure because there is no goal. 
It’s like teeing off without knowing 
where the pin is. or whether there is 
a green there or not.” 

“That might apply to the great 
masses of the people, Rabbi, but 
surely that isn’t true of our friends, 
such as the members of this club, for 
example.” 

“Of course, we are talking in broad 
generalizations. I did not mean to 
apply this to our whole society and 
to every individual in it. Only gen- 
erally speaking do I believe it de- 
scriptive of our society, even that 
portion of it with which we are best 


objected Lou. 


acquainted. 

“Too many people, including many 
of us, fix the goals of life in terms of 
things. A man might measure his 
achievements by the size of his house, 
the cost of his car, or his annual 
profit or salary. There is something 


very deceptive about things as goals. 
When the man gets his house, his car, 
his salary, or whatever it was that 
represented the major aspiration of 
his life, he often finds that he is not 
happy. either because it is not what 
he really wanted, or because someone 
else has a bigger or better one. 

“He starts out dreaming of a car, 
any car, with an unencumbered title 
in his own name. By the time he has 
realized that dream, he discovers that 
newer and better cars are on the 
market and feels that he ought to be 
trading his Ford or Chevrolet for a 
Pontiac or a Buick. When he sits be- 
hind the wheel of his Pontiac or 
Buick, he observes his friends driving 
Chryslers and Cadillacs. When he him- 
self becomes ‘the man who owns one,’ 
he becomes painfully aware of the 
fact that most of his friends own two 
or perhaps three. In a very real sense, 
you see, the use of things as goals 
amounts to the worship of things, or 
idolatry. It puts a man on a tread- 
mill from which there is no escape. 
He is like the dag pursuing the bone 
fastened to his own collar by some 
device. No matter how fast he runs, 
he can never catch up with that bone. 
That is what was meant by the Bibli- 
cal writers who saw that idolatry was 
the doorway to death while the wor- 
ship of God is the path of life.” 

“I follow your argument up to a 
point, Rabbi,” Bob said, “but I don’t 
see how the situation is remedied by 
religion. It is certainly true that these 
shifting goals, as you describe them, 
are increasing the tempo of life, 
speeding us all up, wearing us out, 
and sending us to oxygen tents... .” 

“I don’t think it’s the tempo that 
is wearing us out, and sending us to 
oxygen tents, as you put it,” I inter- 
rupted. “IL don’t think it is our activity 
so much as our lack of satisfaction 
in it.” 

“But really, Rabbi, what has all 
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this to do with religion? There are 
probably just as many nervous and 
upset people in churches and syna- 
gogues as out. Maybe more!” 
what you 
related to 


“Unfortunately, say is 
very true. It is all this 
whole question of the goals of life. 
Some religions project those goals 
into the life after death. Accepting 
those goals, men found satisfaction in 
the performance of the rites and the 
recitation of prayers that would as- 
them or their dear ones those 
celestial rewards. As long 
was his destination, it did not matter 
to a man whether he had an income 
of two thousand or ten thousand dol- 


lars a year. Today. however, these 


sure 
as heaven 


projected goals do not give modern 
men the same satisfactions. Conse- 
quently, the ‘sky-pilot’ who considers 
it his function to prepare men for 
death and to give admission tickets 
to be presented at the Pearly Gates 


often fails to give men goals by which 
they can live. They might be pre- 
pared to die very well, bravely, coura- 
geously, and even joyously. But are 
they prepared to live as bravely, as 
courageously and as joyously? I be- 
lieve that this has a great deal to do 
with the subtle drives that Dr. Men- 
ninger the ‘death-wish.’ 
Modern man needs a religion that will 
give him goals by which he can live.” 


has called 


“For example?” 

“Take the example of the 
whose religion teaches him that the 
goal of his life is to be of 
to be as helpful as possible to his 
fellow men, to try to make the world 
a little bit better for his having lived 


man 


service, 


in it. Such a man can be ‘a success’ 
every day. regardless of whether he 
is ‘beating last year’s figures’ or not. 
Every time he lends a helping hand, 
offers a consoling word, contributes 
which he believes, he 


to a cause in 


What Is Happening to 





is achieving the goal of his life. Such 
achievement is within 
single day. When he goes to bed at 
night. he can close his eyes upon the 
world thanking God for that day's 
opportunities to for 
ability to render the service. Unlike 
the fellow who goes to bed worried 


reach every 


serve and his 


about all the things he didn’t do that 
day and the many more he will have 
to do the next, the religious man will 
need no pills to 
night’s rest.” My friends were visibly 


sleeping get his 
moved. 

“Then you think that a man who 
lives his religion in this way ought 
not to wake up with an oxygen tent 
over him?” asked Al, with a queru- 
lous look. 

“Especially if he has a good physi- 
cal constitution to begin with,” inter- 
jected a young physician who hap- 
pened to stop at our table on his way 
to the showers. 


Reform Judaism? 4 Protest and a Reply 


The Protest 
MRS. STANLEY H. BRUCKHEIM 


A; A LAYMAN, nurtured in the tra- 


dition of Reform Judaism of thirty 
years ago, may I have the temerity to 
ask where Reform Judaism is headed 
today? I am vitally and 
deeply concerned with the pattern of 
the Reform movement as I see it un- 
folding every day. 

As an active member of one of the 


interested 


new congregations and as a_previ- 
ously active member of an old congre- 
gation, I have had the unique experi- 
ence of being able to see and compare. 
What I see I do not like. Granted that 
pethaps Reform Judaism of thirty 
years ago had swung too far in its 





Mrs. Bruckheim is a 
the Sisterhood of Temple Concord, Bing- 
hamton, N.Y. 


vice-president of 


concept of stressing the ethical nature 
of Judaism, it still made the spiritual 
values of our faith central. 

Today what do we find? Not only 
the wine cup and the Sabbath lights 
as a part of our temple ritual (we had 
those thirty years ago and I| think they 
are lovely) but the hat and the talis 
are now being sanctioned and even 
promoted by many rabbis. 

We have aiwavs regarded Confirma- 
tion as an for 
young people at an age when it was 
meaningful to them. I can remember 
the age was 
raised from fourteen to fifteen in order 
that the child be mature enough to ac- 


inspiring experience 


when of Confirmation 


cept its implications. Formerly. par- 
ents were not urged to Bar Mitzvah 
their sons. Recently I heard about a 
who expressed willingness to 
Mitzvah! Is this Re- 


rabbi 
conduct a 
form Judaism? 

I heard a very learned young rabbi 
say that any ritual with meaning per- 


i] 
Bas 


formed knowledgeably and sincerely is 
acceptable in Reform Judaism. I think 
this is rationalization of the highest 
order. I have no doubt that the man 
who sits in a Conservative synagogue 
with a hat on is just as sincere and to 
him. his service has just as much mean- 
ing as ours does to us. To say that 
whatever we do in the synagogue that 
makes us worship better and feel closer 
to God, as this rabbi did, is acceptable 
in Reform worship is, in my opinion, 
the sheerest irrelevance. Rabbis who 
go out and preach these doctrines are 
launching a new philosophy of Reform 
Judaism: how to be all things to all 
Jews. 

If the Reform movement is to grow 
and not lose its identity it would seem 
to this layman that it needs to call a 
halt. and now. It is later than you 
think. There must be some place where 
the line can be drawn and where the 
teachers of our rabbis can say, “This 
far you may go, but no farther!” 
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Reform Judaism has always, in the 
past, been able to offer to those ma- 
ture and intelligent enough to desire 
it, a religion free of the trappings of 
ceremony and symbols, a_ religion 
based on the Ten Commandments and 
the Brotherhood of Man. Now more 
than ever the world needs a faith of 
deeds not words; a faith to inspire 
loyalty and reverence with the head as 
well as with the heart. When we cry 
out for bread are we to be appeased 
with cake? 

Add _ those 
warmth and beauty to our religious 
service, by all means. But is there any 
beauty or added meaning to the hat 
or the talis? Is Bas Mitzvah of a thir- 
teen-year-old girl adding to the spirit- 


ceremonies that lend 


ual substance of our faith? [ have no 
quarrel with those who desire these 
things but let them not come to a Re- 
form temple to find them! 

Let Reform Judaism keep its iden- 
tity. Let it continue to teach the need 
to live by what we believe, to bring to 
men the knowledge that not by the 
outward symbols does man profess his 
faith but by the hidden stirrings of the 
heart, known only to Him who judges 
us not by the manner, but by the mean- 
ing of our prayer. 


The Reply 


JACOB PHILIP RUDIN 


Mus. BRUCKHEIM is sincerely dis- 


tressed by what seems to her the un- 
desirable introduction of certain ritual 
practices in Reform 
specifically, the wearing of a hat and 
talis, and the privilege of Bas Mitzvah. 

Mrs. Bruckheim’s dilemma stems 
from one of the basic propositions of 


congregations: 


Reform Judaism: a recognition of the 
right and the need to change, a will- 
ingness to adapt or to re-adapt to the 
demands of the times. No one can 
freeze Reform Jewish practice into the 
pattern of 1875 or 1900; or of thirty 
years ago. which is the pattern that 
Mrs. Bruckheim happens to think was 
just about right. The pattern of Jewish 
life does alter, but the truth is that no 
one person or group can completely 
dominate our religious life, either to 
create change or to prevent it. 
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It isa simple statement of fact. then, 
to say that no group of rabbis can 
foist the wearing of hats and talesim 
upon Reform Judaism in America, if 
Reform Judaism does not want these 
hats and talesim. The vast majority 
of Reform congregations don’t wear 
hats and talesim. And, if that be true, 
nobody can make them. They are their 
own masters. | would suggest, there- 
fore, that if Mrs. Bruckheim knows of 
a Reform congregation where hats and 
shawls are worn. it is simply because 
the members there want it that way. 

Now let us have a look at the Bas 
Mitzvah ceremony which has also 
drawn Mrs. Bruckheim’s fire. She evi- 
dently concedes the right of Reform 
congregations to conduct Bar Mitz- 
vahs. but it is the equivalent ceremony 
for girls that bothers her. In fact, she 
asks: “Is the Bas Mitzvah of a thir- 
teen-year-old girl adding to the spirit- 
ual substance of our faith?” 

Evidently she wants Reform Juda- 
ism in America to answer with a re- 
sounding “No!” But apparently there 
are some Reform Jewish parents who 
disagree with Mrs. B. and who feel 
that whatever addition to the spiritual 
substance of our faith a Bar Mitzvah 
effects can also be derived from a Bas 
Mitzvah. 

But let us not lose sight of the main 
point: no rabbi can force any parent 
to prepare his daughter for Bas Mitz- 
vah. If the parent thinks it is a good 
idea, he accepts it; if he doesn’t, that 
concludes the matter. And always each 
congregation has the right to decide, 
in the first instance, whether it does 
or does not want Bas Mitzvah cere- 
monies anyway. 

Mrs. Bruckheim may say at this 
point that I am looking at the wrong 
side of the coin. It isn’t a question of 
whether Reform congregations are 
forced to wear hats, etc. Rather it is 
the reverse: whether they shall have 
the right to introduce such ritual and 
ceremonial practices. Mrs. Bruckheim 
wants to call “a halt, and now.” She 
wants to draw a line in the matter of 
ritual, beyond which Reform Judaism 
will not be permitted to go. Whether 
she realizes it or not. what Mrs. Bruck- 
heim is asking is for a twentieth cen- 
tury Shulchan Aruch to replace the 
sixteenth century original which Re- 
form Judaism so firmly rejected. 

We have hitherto most scrupulously 
withheld our hand from any codifica- 
tion of what Reform Jews must do 
and what they cannot do in order to be 


good Reform Jews. We have shied 
away from such formulation because 
many have felt that if we immobilize 
Reform Judaism through authoritar- 
ian pronouncements, then that other 
principle, the right to change, is en- 
dangered. 

If Mrs. B. will consider even for a 
moment the difficulties involved, she 
may be less eager to insist upon draw- 
ing the line too firmly. She likes wine 
as part of the temple ritual. (I pre- 
sume she means the inclusion of the 
Kiddush in the Sabbath Eve service.) 
Somebody else doesn’t like this cere- 
mony. “It is too Orthodox,” he says. 
Is the Kiddush in or is it out. Mrs. 
Bruckheim? And if it is in, will you 
insist that the which 
doesn’t like it must include it, or else 
be labeled as below-standard Reform? 

Mrs. Bruckheim is in favor of 
adding “those ceremonies that lend 
warmth and beauty to our religious 
services.” Is a talis beautiful or isn’t 
it? Is the Kiddush inspirational or 
isn’t it? Is the sight of a thirteen-year- 
old girl standing at the Torah reading 
Hebrew beautiful or not? Who makes 
the decisions, Mrs. Bruckheim? And 
after they are made, who makes them 
stick? There is only one test, it seems 
to me: the verdict as given in the ac- 
tual practice of Reform congregations 
of America. as those congregations 


grow and change across the years. You 


congregation 


cannot force people to believe—and 
you cannot force them to practice. 
People believe because there is a hun- 
ger and a need to believe, a hunger 
and a need which for us Jews find rich 
satisfaction in the faith which is Juda- 
ism. By the same token, people prac- 
tice what gives them satisfaction, what 
adds meaning to faith. what gives flesh, 
as it were. to the spirit. 

One cannot predetermine that, and 
perhaps one should not try. There is 
such a thing as group life and the 
group voice; and that group life and 
group voice wil! ultimately determine 
what to keep and what to reject, what 
to revise and what to abandon, what to 
change and what to leave alone. 

We shall find out only as we test 
and experiment. We need to chal- 
lenge and to call to judgment. That is 
why it is good for Mrs. Bruckheim to 
speak out. She is part of the group life 
and part of the group voice. It is her 
faith as much as anyone’s else; and 
she and all the rest of us ultimately 
and democratically will decide how 
that faith shall be practiced. 
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Shown above are four of the latest centenarians (read- 
ing top to bottom): Washington (D. C.) Hebrew Con- 
gregation, Rabbi Norman Gerstenfeld; Congregation 
Beth-Or, Montgomery, Ala., Rabbi Eugene Blach- 
schleger; Congregation Ohey Sholom, Harrisburg, Pa., 
Rabbi Philip D. Bookstaber; Temple Isaiah Israel, 
Chicago, Ill., Rabbi Morton M. Berman. 
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Centenarians 


Five More Temples 


Turn 100 in 1952 


a \N REFORM JUDAISM'S roots deepen! As 


American Jewry approaches its 300th anniver- 


sary in 1954, five more temples mark their hun- 


dredth birthday. In addition to the four pictured 


on this page, B’nai Israel Congregation of Sacra- 


mento, Cal. (Rabbi Irving Hausman) enters the 


rank of centenarians this year. Here is the list 


of the other Reform congregations one hundred 


years and older as compiled by the Commission 
on Synagogue Activities of the UAHC: 


Congre tion 


MICKVE ISKAEL 
BETH ELOHIM 
KODEPH SHALOM 
ROCKDALE AVENUE 
TOURO 

BALTIMORE HEBREW 
UNITED HEBREW 
BETH EMETH 
CONCORD 

B’RITH SHOLOM 
MISHKAN ISRAEL 
ANSHE CHESED 
BETH AHABAH 
ISAAC M. WISE 

HAR SINAI 

KODEPH SIHOLOM 
ADATH ISRKAEFI 
OHABEL SHALOM 
BETH ISRKAEI 
SHAARAI SHOMAYIM 
CHILDREN OF ISKAEL 
SHAAREY TEFILA 
EMANU-EL 

TEMPLE ISKAEI 
EUCLID AVENUE 
CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE 
K.A.M. 

KENESETH ISKAEL 
B’NAI JESHURUN 
UNION 

ACHDUTH VESHALOM 
B’NAT JESHURUN 
B’RITH KODESH 
BRETHREN OF ISRAEL 
ISKAEL 

LESHEM SHAMAYIM 
BETH ISRAEL 

ISKAEL 

EMANU-EL B'NE JESHURUN 
OHEF SHOLOM 
GATES OF PRAYER 
SHERITH ISRAEL 
THE TEMPLE 

BETH EL 

EMANU-EL 

BETH ZION 


City 

Savannah 
Charleston, S. 
Philadelphia 
Cincinnati 
New Orleans 
Baltimore 

St. Louis 
Albany 
Syracuse 
Easton, Pa. 
New Haven 
Vicksburg 
Richmond 
Cincinnati 
Baltimore 

New York City 
Louisville 
Boston 
Hartford 
Mobile 
Augusta, Ga 
New York City 
New York City 
Columbus, Ohi 
Cleveland 

New York City 
Chicago 
Philadelphia 
Paterson, N. J. 
Brooklyn 

Fort Wayne 
Newark 
Rochester 
Poughkeepsie, 
Lafayette, Ind. 
Wheeling 
Honesdale, Pa. 
Dayton, Ohio 
Milwaukee 
Norfolk, Va. 
New Orleans 
San Francisco 
Cleveland 
Detroit 

San Francisco 


Buffalo 


G. 


N. 


x. 


102 


102 
102 
102 


NOVEMBER, 1952 i 














| How to Take God 
to Work with You 
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A GROUP OF Us with our wives were 
spending a social evening with our 
rabbi when we fell into a discussion 
about the indifferent religious attitude 
of many of our people. By and by it 
occurred to us that an experiment in 
personal devotion might be carried 
out by recruiting a small number of 
men who would retire from their 
usual secular occupations for several 
days to concentrate on study and 
prayer. Taking its cue from the verse 
in Hosea, “Return unto the Lord,” 
a committee developed a plan for a 
two-day which would be 
given over exclusively to mutual re- 
ligious enrichment. A private lodge 
was obtained in the beautiful lake 
resort area which lies a half day’s 
drive north of St. Paul. 

Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut set the 
tone for the two days to follow, point- 
ing out that we were not gathering 
for argument but rather for a com- 
mon search. Consequently, we were 
to have “talking out” periods rather 
than “discussion” periods. 

It was further suggested that we re- 
frain from talk of business, politics 
and sports. We were to stay away 
from worldly discussions. Cards, high- 
balls and stories were to be left be- 
hind. If we had nothing to talk about, 
we were to practice that most unsung 
of virtues, silence. Each man was to 
bring his Bible. 

One Saturday morning a limousine 
called for us. The forester and one 
accountant traveled by personal car. 
The other accountant, two lawyers, 
the advertising man, the furniture 
dealer, the druggist, the man in the 
heating and plumbing business, the 
dentist and the rabbi went in the 
chartered car. 


conclave 





Dr, Epstein, a lay leader of Mt. Zion 
Temple, St. Paul, is a former president 
of B’nai B’rith District Grand Lodge No. 6. 
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by Irwin A. Epstein 


After arriving at our rustic desti- 
nation, we sat in calm silence for a 
short time. Mr. A. began by reading 
a simple but eloquent prayer that had 
been written by Mr. B. It was short. 
It was beautifully prepared. It took 
on particular significance because Mr. 
B. had undergone emergency §sur- 
gery the day before and was absent. 
Mr. C. followed with a reading from 
the final pages of Heschel’s The Earth 
Is the Lord’s. The eloquence and maj- 
esty of the author’s words stretched 
heavenward as did the silent towering 
pine and spruce trees reflected in the 
half-frozen lake outside our windows. 
With this preparation we began our 
first talking-out period. 


Talking Out 

Talking on the topic, “What My 
Religion Means to Me,” Mr. D. re- 
counted how in his own life his re- 
ligious faith had played an important 
part, and he illustrated this fact with 
several startling examples. Suddenly 
most of us “talked-out” with an un- 
ashamed candor such as I have never 
experienced. Men usually do not do 
this with other men. Balzac once 
noted that we reveal our innermost 
thoughts to strangers whom we may 
never see again, because “the future 
holds no bonds.” But in this instance 
most of us had grown up as boys 
together and would probably con- 
tinue to be friends for many years to 
come. We had known each other; 
yet, we had not known each other. 
No one was called on and some did 
not speak. All were deeply moved by 
the seriousness with which each par- 
ticipant spoke about his religion; 
about that which he considered to be 
a sustaining, integrating and funda- 
mentally necessary force in his de- 
sign for living. By this time all of us 
were in a deeply reflective mood. 

A “quiet period” followed. Some 


read in the library and others went 
for silent walks along the lake front. 
The next period was devoted to an 
analysis and commentary by the 
rabbi of several psalms. We found in 
our rabbi a teacher whose scholarly 
dimensions we had scarcely known 
before. He found in us a class of 
eager pupils. Together we found new 
and wonderful values in our heritage. 

Evening had descended upon us 
by the time the first Bible study 
session had ended. By this time, too, 
the Sabbath had ended. Then fol- 
lowed one of the loveliest of all He- 
brew ceremonies, that of ushering out 


the Sabbath, Havdolo. The braided 
candle was lit, the wine cup was 
filled, prayers were sung and the 


spice box was passed around so that 
all might be reminded by its frag- 
rance of the great joy the Sabbath 
brought. To some of us this was a 
new experience, to others it was an 
awakening to the realization that Re- 
form Judaism’s attitude toward ritual 
might be tempered in such a way as 
to allow more of us to experience the 
warm and deep glow of more of these 
inherited religious gems. 


Life’s Meaning 

After dinner we were conditioned 
to talking out about “What Meaning 
Has Life for Me?” We became quite 
philosophic in searching for the im- 
port, purpose, and aims of our exist- 
ence. I spent much of the night with 
thoughts about redemption, salvation 
and immortality. How little do we 
ordinarily think of them! 

In the morning a short service was 
read by Mr. G. The rabbi read from 
a fragment of a Torah which had 
been picked up in a gutter outside a 
synagogue in Germany following a 
night of Nazi terror. History spoke 
from this fragment, and brought us 
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even more deeply into kinship with 
our tradition! The day went by too 
quickly with more study classes, quiet 
periods, and another talking-out pe- 
riod on “How Shall I Practice My 
Religion?” 


The Results 

Tke time for summary came. We 
knew one thing. A door had_ been 
opened. All of us were deeply moved, 
and in a mood of reverent wonder we 
returned home. 

Soon the news was out: there was 
awaiting 


a tremendous opportunity 


“The Law of 


J DAISM was a religion of law; 
Christianity is a religion of love!” I re- 
call as a high school student, I would 
bridle when some minister would de- 
liver himself of this statement. “How 
can he say such things?” I would 
think. “Doesn’t he know that Jesus 
quoted the law of love from our 
Bible?” 

But as the years have passed, as I 
have learned more and more about 
our Jewish faith, I have come to the 
conclusion that the statement is cor- 
rect. Judaism is a religion of law. And 
I no longer bridle at the statement. 
Instead, I agree and am proud. For it 
has been the unique insight of Juda- 
ism that love alone is not enough, that 
to be effective, love must be translated 
into law. 

How better illustrate than with a 
busy metropolitan intersection at five 
in the evening. A thousand motorists 
seek to that and 
quickly. How are they to do it? By the 
law of love? A motorist who loved his 
fellow motorist (halvai!) would stop 
and wait for him to cross. But his 
fellow motorist, also a lover of man, 
would likewise pause. By the law of 
love, that intersection would soon con- 
tain the greatest traffic jam in history. 

How then is the traffic problem to 


cross intersection, 





Rabbi Kahn is the spiritual leader of 
Temple Emanu-El, Houston, Texas. 
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Now 
suddenly dozens of applicants. A sec- 
ond Return 
of the participants were similar to 


the venturesome. there were 


was held. The reactions 


those of the first group. More are 
being planned. One question has 


come from practically all of the 
wives. “What did you do to my hus- 
they ask. In many of the 
of the “Returners” the Friday 
night dinner has become the meal of 
the week. Kiddush have 
purchased and the Kiddush is being 
said. The families are attending serv- 


band?” 
homes 


cups been 


ices more regularly. One man put it 


by Robert I. Kahn 


be solved? Very simply. By law. By 
law that is guided by love and that 
helps men express love. The law of the 
intersection is the trafic light which is 
fair to all cars, Cadillacs and Model 
T’s alike, that stipulates when to go 
and when to stop, that says implicitly, 
“If you love your fellow motorist, this 
is the way to behave, and if you do 
not love him, act by the law until you 
learn to love him.” 

This is the method of Judaism. All 
through the ages it has set up traffic 
lights at life’s busy corners. lights that 
govern men’s trafiicking in every walk 
of life— 
the market-place. “Thou shalt” and 
“thou shalt not,” squared and cubed, 
even unto the 613th power, has been 


in the home, the synagogue, 


the way in which Judaism translated 
the law of love into a love of law by 
which men might act toward their 
neighbors as toward themselves. 

Has it worked? Has it been effec- 
tive? Which faith, the religion of love 
or the religion of law, has produced a 
family circle of more warmth and pur- 
ity? Which principle has reduced vio- 
lence among men? Which has led to 
less of caste, more respect for learn- 
ing, less cruelty, more charity? In the 
name of love, how much intolerance, 
hatred fanatic 
been expressed. In the eyes of law, 
how much respect for all human per- 
sonality has been developed. 


and persecution has 


this way: “I am now taking God to 
work with me each day.” 

A number of months have passed. 
Study classes have sprung up; new 
plans are being made. The apprecia- 
tion of our experience has not yet 
worn off. Perhaps it never will, for it 
was substantive in a unique way. If 
you doubt it, why not try it in your 
community? You will have more allies 
than you think. We were ready for 
it; but we had not known it before. 
[ am convinced that wherever Ameri- 
have the 


can Jews live they same 


needs. 


Love and the Love of Law” 


Granted that a “legal” religion has 
its pitfalls. Granted that it can lead to 
excessive hair-splitting, to a neglect of 
spirit. But always the love of law, the 
letter. was corrected by the law of 
love, the spirit, so that in the long his- 
tory of Jewish law in Torah, Talmud, 
Responsa. and Codes, the spirit of love 
became ever more perfected in laws by 
which men were to live in love. 

Reform Judaism represented, in a 
way. a corrective to the excessive legal- 
ism of the late Middle Ages, an em- 
phasis on the prophetic spirit which 
underlay the Talmudic letter. More- 
over, Reform Jews have lived in lands 
in which trafic lights 
governing society outside the home 


those Jewish 


and synagogue have become inopera- 
tive because, in a democracy the law 
of the land governs the commercial 
and social relationships of all citizens. 
Does this mean that the religion of 
law must contract from a way of life 
to just a way of worship, that our faith 
become a set of abstract principles, 
of amorphous sentimentality? Or do 
we not still have this unique insight 
with which to enrich the democratic 
world which we and our Bible have 
helped to build?—that the laws of our 
society shouid be built not on the basis 
of power politics, nor on the basis of 
vote-getting. nor in response to pres- 
sure-groups, but only upon one _prin- 
(Continued on page 28) 
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“Mommy, 


Why Can't I Have a 


Christmas Tree?” 


[Reform Judaism, like its sister de- 
nominations, disapproves of Jews prac- 
ticing the religious customs of other 
faiths. Despite this opposition, we 
know that many children (and prob- 
ably more adults) are susceptible to 
the strong appeal of Christmas cus- 
toms which permeate streets, schools, 
and, with television, even the home in 
December. The only sure way to pre- 
vent the schizophrenic effects of this 
strong appeal upon children is to give 
them a well-rounded Jewish training 
in religious school and home. For the 
benefit of parents who are still coping 
with this problem, here are some re- 
plies to give to children who ask the 
question stated above. All of them are 
verbatim replies, except for the final 
statement by Dr. Cronbach.—Eb. | 


RABBI ALEXANDER FEINSILVER, 
Director, Bnai Brith Hillel Foun- 
dation, Purdue University, WEST 
LAFAYETTE, IND. 


No one has said you can’t have a 
Christmas tree, but I wonder whether 
you really want it. Most Jews don’t 
have them, since they are used by 
Christians in celebrating Christmas, 
which is a Christian holiday. But you 
know, not even all Christians use them. 

Oh, there are some Jews who have 
them. They say the tree is pretty and 
decorates the house and that they 
don't want to feel “different.” But 
what's wrong with being different? I 
am different from Mommy, and you 
are different from both of us. You are 
young and we are - uh - older. Mommy 
is a woman and I’m a man. Every- 
body’s really different from everybody 
else, the color of their eyes, their hair, 
their height. Have you ever noticed 
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that no two people—except twins— 
look alike? I guess Nature meant us to 
be different. And I think it’s kind of 
nice to be different. Jews are a little 
bit different from Christians. Most of 
our neighbors are Christians, so I sup- 
pose we ought to learn about their cus- 
toms. Let’s ask Johnny or his father 
about what Christians believe. Maybe 
he'll let us see their tree, too. Then 
we can invite him over and tell him 
about Chanuko, and him our 
menorah. Say, we'd better take a look 
and see if we have some candles! 


show 


RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, As- 
sistant Rabbi, Emanuel Congrega- 
tion, CHICAGO, ILL. 


When Johnny, the boy next door, 
has a birthday, what happens? His 
parents give him a party. They deco- 
rate the house, prepare his favorite 
foods, and give him gifts. You are 
never jealous of Johnny when he has 
his party. Why? Because you know 
that when your birthday rolls around 
your daddy and | will give you a party 
of your own. 

As we have told you many times be- 
fore, Johnny is a Christian, and you 
are a Jew. As Americans there are 
many times, like the Fourth of July, 
when you and Johnny celebrate to- 
gether. But there are also many times 
when you have separate parties. Johnny 
has his Christian festival of Christmas, 
and you have your Jewish holiday of 
Chanuko. Actually you have many 
more holidays than Johnny. He does 
not have Rosh Ha-shono or Yom Kip- 
pur or Sukos or Purim or Passover. 
Would you like it if every time you 
had a Jewish holiday, Johnny asked 
his parents to give him everything we 


gave you? And how do you think he 
would feel if, on the few days during 
the year he had a chance to 
have his own private party, you went 
and asked your parents for everything 
he received? 


when 


MRS. PHILIP HODES, Chairman, 
Main Line Reform Temple, PHiL- 
ADELPHIA, PA. 


The Christmas tree is identified with 
the observance of a very important 
Christian religious holiday. It is pretty, 
colorful and gay, but it is not Jewish. 
Your daddy has seen Buddhist cere- 
monies and Mohammedan customs that 
are much more exciting than anything 
you can imagine. We may enjoy watch- 
ing them, we may want to learn all 
about them, but we do not adopt them. 
We don’t adopt them any more than 
other peoples adopt our colorful cus- 
toms. And we do have them, you know. 
But it is important to bear in mind 
that we are not in competition with 
other faiths. It doesn’t matter whose 
ceremony is prettier, or gayer, or more 
popular. What does matter is which is 
in the true spirit of Judaism and what 
is meaningful to us as Jews. 


MAX LEICHTMAN, Attorney, Mem- 
ber New York State Bar 


We do not have a Christmas tree in 
our home because we are Jewish Amer- 
icans. People of different 
have customs to remind them of what 
is great and noble in their own reli- 
gion. If each one does what his or her 
religion teaches, we will have a good 
and beautiful country to live in. The 
different religions are just like differ- 
ent musicians in a band. If each one 
plays his own instrument well, we get 
music that everyone likes and enjoys. 
If some of the musicians play the part 
that is being played by another group 
of musicians in the band, we do not 
get beautiful and enjoyable music. We 
Jews wish to play our part well and 
I am sure that most Christians will 
admire us if we do. 


religions 


MRS. BEN JABLONSKY, Co-Direc- 
tor, Lake Bryn Mawr Camp; 
Member of Faculty, Pratt Insti- 
tute, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


A Christmas tree, my dear, is not 
just a pretty decoration for the house 
with lights and bells and presents. It 
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is one of the ways in which Christian 
people mark the birthday of their 
Lord Jesus. 

We Jewish people have many happy 
holidays when we show our love and 
devotion to God. All the different re- 
ligious peoples of the world have their 
own ways of worship. We. as Jews, 
should no more think of observing 
Christmas than we would think of 
bowing our heads to the ground and 
pray to Allah. 

We want to know about the ways in 
which all people pray and celebrate, 
but we only pray to celebrate the won- 
ders of our One and Only God. 


DR. BERYL COHON, Rabbi, Temple 


Sinai, BROOKLINE, MASS. 


You can have a Christmas tree, 
Jerry, if you really want one. But are 
you sure you want one? When I was 
young I wanted one. too. At least I 
thought I wanted one, until I thought 
it over. You see, Christmas trees don’t 
belong to us Jews. Of course we can 
go to the market and buy one, and it 
would be ours because we had paid 
for it. But it does not belong to us re- 
ligiously. It just wouldn’t be honest 
for us to claim it as our own. 

Suppose we buy you a Christmas 
tree and you have it all lit up and 





people passing by our home looked in. 
What would they think? Some would 
be just confused, some would be 
amused, and some would say, “Phon- 
ies! Just plain show-off phonies! What 


do they think they are!” 


Then there is something else. A 
Christmas tree is not meant for one 


person; it is for everybody in the 
home. Just like Chanuko lights, or 
the Seder. 

Well, if you are to celebrate Christ- 
mas. Grandpa, Grandma and Dad and 
I could not celebrate with you. We 
don’t believe in it. We believe this 
beautiful symbol belongs in a Chris- 
tian home, not a Jewish one. Think it 
over. As I said, you can have a tree— 
all by yourself and for yourself alone, 
of course. You won’t want to make us 
want one, will you? Think it over, 
Jerry. 


DR. EUGENE BOROWITZ, Chaplain, 
U.S. Naval Training Center, BAIN- 
BRIDGE, MD. 


Christmas is a holiday Christians 
celebrate because it is the birthday of 
Jesus, who is so important in their re- 
ligion. Christmas trees are part of the 
Christmas celebration. Nobody wants 
to decorate a tree any other time of 
the year. We don’t believe in Jesus so 








we can’t honestly observe Christmas. 
And we also can’t honestly take the 
tree and leave out the meaning of the 
holiday. That would be making light 
of one of the most sacred Christian 
celebrations. And it would go against 
all we have taught you about Judaism. 
We only do those rituals which have 
a meaning to us. That’s what our fam- 
ily has always practiced and that’s the 
way it ought to be. When you’re older, 
you ll agree. 


DR. ABRAHAM CRONBACH, Pro- 
fessor of Social Studies, Hebrew 
Union College, CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Being the last thing in the world 
that I care for or that any member of 
my family cares for, a Christmas tree 
is too trivial to be made an issue. Re- 
sistance to the tree gives the tree pre- 
cisely the emphasis that we do not 
want. I would bestow a Christmas tree 
as I would other childish 
When our daughter was small, we 
placed the tree alongside or over the 
Chanuko lights. Our little one lost in- 
terest in the tree well before her child- 
ended the 
trees. Faced as we are with so many 


any toy. 


hood was over. and that 
problems of moment. recreance to Ju- 
daism lies not in a tree but in squab- 
bling about a tree. 





CHUCKLES 





Rasst David Shor. of Temple Albert, 
Aibuquerque, N. M.. tells about a let- 
ter he received after a Chanuko radio 
broadcast. “Until I heard your talk,” 
the listener wrote. “I never knew that 
Judaism was saved by a Scotch fam- 
ily. Please send me more information 
about the McCabbees.” 


Jupce Joseph M. Levine, long-time as- 
sociate of the late Dr. Stephen Wise, 
received an honorary DHL Degree 
from the Hebrew Union College-Jew- 
ish Institute of Religion, on whose 





Board he 


Judge Levine relates that shortly after 


serves as. vice-chairman. 


receiving the degree, his grandson 
asked him for help in translating a 
Hebrew passage in a religious school 
assignment. When the Judge was un- 
able to read the Hebrew, the youngster 
said, “But, granddad, you’re a Doctor 
of Hebrew Letters!” Replied the 
Judge, “Yes, ’'m a Doctor of Hebrew 
Letters but not of Hebrew sentences.” 


Dr. Abraham Cronbach, retired Pro- 
fessor of Social Studies at the Hebrew 
Union College. often tells about the 
way he was once introduced toa Negro 
audience. Meaning to praise the speak- 
er for his understanding of Negro 
problems. the introducer “Er. 
Cronbach white, my 
friends, his heart is black.” 


said, 


may be but, 


Rapst Samuel Cook, director of the 
National Federation of Temple Youth, 
tells about his son who was asked by 





a young friend, “Is your father a Con- 
servative rabbi?” “No,” 
swer, “my daddy went to a Reform 
school.” 


was the an- 


Rassr Samuel Soskin, of Temple Beth 
Emeth of Flatbush, Brooklyn, tells 
about the class whose teacher asked 
the children what impressed them most 
at the first service they attended. One 
of them replied, “The announcements.” 
Another said what he liked best was 
the “silent medication.” 


Mrs. Albert Wallack, of the Young 
People’s Congregation of Cleveland’s 
Euclid Ave. Temple, tells about the 
scene one night when she was putting 
her two young daughters to bed. The 
older was saying her bed-time prayers, 
and when Mother asked six-year-old 
Penny why she wasn’t also saying hers, 
Penny replied, “Can’t you see that 
Cindy is praying now? I’m waiting 
until the line isn’t busy.” 
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\\ HAT SHOULD WE Do and what 


should we say when death strikes 
close to a child? Often enough death 
removes a parent’s or brother’s or 
sister’s love but how much more fre- 
quently does a beloved grandfather 
or grandmother pass out of a child’s 
life, making the problem of this grief 
almost common and universal. 

The first questions I am asked as a 
rabbi upon such a _ tragedy are: 
“Should Martin and Marilyn attend 
the funeral? Won't it be too disturb- 
ing an experience for them? Isn’t it 
better that we keep the fact of death 
away from youngsters?” Ordinarily 
these questions are raised with a 
“loaded” tone. The questioner wants 
me to lend rabbinic authority to the 
erection of an iron curtain about 
death. Very often we adults try to 
veil death from our own sight. Some- 
times morbidly we refuse to accept 
the reality of death in order not to 
accept its pain, which we feel we 
cannot bear. We moderns try to give 
death a beauty treatment—a_face- 
lifting when a faith-lifting is the need. 
We tell ourselves that the corpse is 
not dead, just asleep. Flowers camou- 
flage the bitter truth in a feeble at- 
tempt to express affection and regard 
which would be better symbolized by 
contributions to God’s eternal causes. 
The grave itself is blanketed by arti- 
ficial The honest tears of 
mourners are stopped by a “there, 
there, keep a stiff upper lip” from 
well-meaning friends, and the rabbi 
is commanded to “make it brief” and 
to utter nething which might sum- 
mon a sigh or a sob. All this might 
be defended on the grounds of the 
command to perform our religious 
acts in dignity and majesty. But as 
one who is a frequent witness to the 
rituals of burial and mourning, I[ 
testify that there is a dishonesty in 
these esthetic efforts so that they be- 
come anesthetics. You might chal- 
lenge me here and ask, “What is 
wrong with easing the pain of grief 
with anesthetics—a little phenobarbi- 
tal, as it were?” 

The answer is that there is nothing 


grass. 





Rabbi Drooz is spiritual leader of Tem- 
ple Beth Emeth, Wilmington, Del. 
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When Death Strikes 
Close to a Child 


wrong with anesthetics, except when 
we use them to cover the pain of a 
broken arm without bothering to set 
the arm, so that healing might take 
place. My complaint with much of 
our modern practices concerning 
death is that they are calculated to 
ease the pain of a broken heart with- 
out establishing the conditions under 
which the heart can most properly 
be mended. 


The Facts of Death 

The rabbis of old counseled that 
the preacher of a eulogy was obliged 
to draw forth tears. They knew that 
open acceptance of grief rather than 
our present-day habit of repression 
was the need. The best hidden emo- 
tion will often find its escape route 
a disastrous one. The grief-stricken 
heart finds most difficult of all an 
inner acceptance of the fact of death. 
The cutting off of all mention of the 
departed is exactly the wrong proce- 
dure. The more the mourners can be 
brought to talk of the positive and 
warming memories they have of the 
dead, the speedier will come their 
inward consolation. Indeed, they will 
of themselves discover that the best 
and truest part of their loved one 
can never die, and that it is but the 
house of the spirit which they have 
laid in the bosom of the earth. Death 
is the end of life and this is a sore 
and agonizing truth, but it is not the 
end of being. It is a reality, but it is 
not the finality of life. 

I have made this interjection be- 
fore answering the question of deal- 
ing with death when it strikes close 
to a child because it is first neces- 
sary to clear up some of the common 
errors of these days. Now to our 
answer. 

First, it is ridiculous to try to keep 
the subject of death from children. 
They see death strike down a puppy 


by Herbert E. Drooz 


or a bird, and children draw no lines 
between the human and the animal 
world. They watch countless murders 
on television and they overhear con- 
versations. And how shall we explain 
cemeteries to them? Like the facts of 
birth, the facts of death must be ac- 
cepted with a kindly honesty as a 
subject worthy of discussion. Death 
should not be a horror secreted in 
a closet, as it comes to be when sup- 
pressed and veiled. 

Second, the understanding child 
should certainly be permitted, nay 
encouraged, to be present at the 
funeral service and interment of a 
beloved one. A child should not be 
left with the secret belief that his 
father or mother has abandoned him, 
or with the lie that he or she “is 
gone on a long vacation.” Attendance 
at the last rites gives a note of reality 
to a fact that otherwise is much more 
dificult to accept. For many children 
the opportunity to participate with 
the family as an integral part in pay- 
ing last respect and honor in this 
fashion is of signal importance. The 
simple act of doing something as part 
of the whole rather than _ being 
shunted off to play at a friend’s home 
is part of the healing. 


What to Say? 

Third, we have spoken of what to 
do. But what shall we say? Jewish 
tradition teaches that we should say 
nothing to those in the throes of 
grief. When people cry, “Why did 
this happen to him?” they are not 
raising a question, but submitting a 
protest. The secret things belong to 
God. The mourner, whether child or 
adult, is not in need of ideas but of 
human companionship. The mourn- 
ing customs of Israel require this 
human companionship. Many are the 
times, in my experience, when mourn- 

(Please turn page) 
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ers have at first protested and later 
praised God for the customs of Ju- 
daism which flood the stricken home 
with friendship and The 
phaned child requires all the warmth 
and companionship we can provide 


love. or- 


him. 

I would caution never to say some- 
thing to a child which you do not 
wholeheartedly believe yourself. Chil- 
dren know sincerity. When questions 
are raised after the primary period 


When 


I DIDN’T change my religion. I was a 
Jew long before my brief conversion 
ceremony, but I was a strange kind of 
Jew. I was a Jew without a tradition, 
without a people, and without a place 
of worship. In short, I was a man 
whose theological concepts coincided 
with those of Reform Judaism, but a 
man who had reached his beliefs alone, 
and had no idea an organized group 
of people shared them. 
Essentially then, my 
joined me to a people, to a way of 
life 1 didn’t know existed, but which 
I found to embody my own religious 


conversion 


beliefs. 

Foremost among these beliefs was 
the conviction that at the base of all 
human problems there is an ethical 
problem, a question of how to live, 
how to know right from wrong. | felt 
that man’s progress should be meas- 
ured in terms of how well he solved 
these problems and that the only real 
progress was ethical progress. Added 
to this, I felt that ethical insight could 
come only in a group that made ethi- 
cal search its central concern. Reform 
Jews are such a group, when they live, 
instead of leave, their precepts. 

The very fact that it is “Reform” 
and not “Reformed” Judaism was sig- 
nificant for me. It demonstrated the 
possibility of continued change, and it 
showed that Reform Jews understand 
that religion is subject to continued 





A twenty-two-year-old graduate of Wag- 
ner College. Mr. Schott was recently con- 
verted to Judaism. He is just beginning 
his career as a writer. 
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of shock has subsided, answer truth- 
fully and lovingly. The child who has 
come to know his father’s laughter, 
understanding and love can come to 
realize that these things do not cease 
to be, that his father is indeed every- 
where present. 

There is an ancient Talmudic leg- 
end which found its modern counter- 
part in the play, “On Borrowed 
Time.” The lesson can be part of our 
teaching about death. In the play a 


by Harold 8. Schott 


reevaluation and thereby capable of 
growth and improvement. I hadn't 
known of such a group. I shall always 
be grateful for my discovery, which 
had its origin in friendship with a 
family of Reform Jews. It was this 
family that paved the way for my first 
meeting with a Reform rabbi. Thus 
my discovery of kinship ripened. 

Contrasted with Reform Judaism, 
the system of values I had inherited 
was both rigid and_ other-worldly. 
Within the bounds of these values I 
could either live by trite rules of 
thumb or run off to seek transcen- 
dence in a closet. Neither alternative 
appealed to me. 

The time and place in which all of 
us find ourselves today, may, as many 
state, be chactic. But in spite of this, 
| felt that men were moving forward 
in many fields, and I saw no reason 
why religious concerns should not be 
broadened and enriched by these ad- 
vancements. | saw no reason for re- 
ligion’s subservience to the past nor 
for its belittlement of the present. Yet 
I was not willing to throw out tradi- 
tion and place complete emphasis on 
the present. The ideas inherent in my 
background gave me no solution. It 
seemed for the moment that tradition 
and progress were irreconcilable. 

It was then that I became acquainted 
with the tenets of Reform Judaism. I 
found first, that I had been walking 
blindfolded in the midst of potential 
friends, that many felt as I did about 
the need for progress in religion. More 
important still, I discovered that Re- 
form Judaism has not sacrificed tra- 











little boy traps Death in a tree, and 
Death from the world. But 
Death was missed. The mortally ill 
could not leave off their 
Finally the little boy came to know 
that he had to release Death from his 
trap. For death is as much a part of 
life as is birth. We learned to trust in 
God in this life into which we are so 
mysteriously Shall we 
trust in Him that all shall be well in 
the world to come? 


ceases 


groaning. 


ushered. not 





I Became a Jew... 


dition to On the contrary. 
they have been united and one gives 
strength and meaning to the other. 
Five thousand of culture and 
devotion have not hindered the growth 


progress. 


years 


of new interpretations, but have nur- 
tured and encouraged them. New ideas 
have grown in a firm foundation. This 
simple unity of tradition and progress, 
taken so for granted by most Reform 
Jews, was truly amazing to me, whose 
background made them incompatible. 


Between the ideals in any man’s 
head and the actual world, there is 
bound to be a gap. But I found a 


group that had, regardless of the free- 
dom and divergence of its individual 
members, maintained an important 
sense of continuity and unity. I have 
seen no such group elsewhere. I had 
a wish to perfect myself, my under- 
standing. and my relationship with 
others. Without a sense of community 
and common purpose, such an ambi- 
tion cannot succeed. But I could not 


resign myself to a grey view that only 


stressed responsibility and did not 
emphasize privileges. To my mind the 
world was also full of richness and 


concrete delight. Imagine then my joy 
at finding a religious body that had 
among its principles one that stressed 
the moral obligations of living a ful- 
filled as well as a dutiful life. 

I belong to a community now, one 
that does not depend on geographical 
location. No, I didn’t change my re- 
ligion. I found a place for it to grow. 

I am a Reform Jew and much re- 
mains for me to learn. I am eager for 
the task. 
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Scenes from 


Fifth Annual 
Camp Leadership 
Institute of NF TY 


FE. THE FIFTH successive year teen-agers from all parts of the 
nation assembled last summer for the Leadership Institute spon- 
sored by the National Federation of Temple Youth. This time 
they met in a “camp of our own.” meaning Camp Lac LaBelle, 
at Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. which was acquired by the UAHC 
for the benefit of both adult and youth conferences. More than 
200 people gathered for the two ten-day sessions during which 
the young people attended sessions led by a faculty of 20 rabbis 
and lay instructors. They came from 26 states, from Canada, 
and from England. In addition to their studies, the young peo- 
ple built a chapel for their worship exercises. attended organi- 
zational conferences. and enjoyed recreational activities. It is 
good news that the UAHC has now acquired still another camp 
site. Purchased from Kathleen Norris. the writer. the new camp 
is located at Saratoga. California. Next summer the scenes 


shown here will be duplicated under the skies of California. 


Photos by Martin Liebert, president of Junior 
Society of Temple Emanu-El, New York City. 


Each day began with flag-raising 
and morning devotions. Holding 
Union Prayerbook is Frank Sund- 
heim, Philadelphia. 
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Ben Ostfield, of Fargo, North Dakota, 
leads Sabbath morning services in 
Chapel which young people built. 


View of Main Lodge. Lester Cohen, 
Dallas, faces camera. 


An outdoor class with Rabbi B. T. 
Rubenstein, Duluth. Subject: 
**Nloses Mendelssohn.”’ 
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Report on NFTY Leadership Institute 


a say that adults who mingle 


with young people tend to feel older. 
That is not true when you mix with the 
vivacious and vibrant teen-agers at any 
gathering of the National Federation 
of Temple Youth. An adult is particu- 
larly infected with exuberant enthusi- 
asm at an NFTY conclave where the 
leaders of our temple youth assemble, 
usually at a summer camp, for study, 
worship and recreation. 

In my capacity as NFTS Chairman 
of Youth Activities, I have again and 
again marveled at the way our young 
people combine fun and faith at their 
gatherings. But never have I been so 
stirred as I was this past summer when 
[ witnessed their activities at the Fifth 
National Leadership Institute held at 
the newly-acquired camp of our par- 


by MRS. JEROME SALM 


Chairman. NFTS Committee on Youth Activities 


ent body. the Union of American He- 
brew Congregations. in Wisconsin at 
Lac LaBelle. Over 180 of our youth 
came from every part of the country 
for two ten-day institutes to attend 
discussion groups under rabbinical in- 
struction. to write their own services 
and pageants, to join in serious con- 
ferences designed to bring new vigor 


to their temple youth groups. They 


came from every region of NFTY, 
those picturesquely-initialed regions 
called SOFTY, MAFTY, LEFTY, 
SWIFTY (Southern Federation of 


Temple Youth. the Middle Atlantic 
one. the Lake Erie one. the Southwest- 
ern one, etc.). They came from twen- 
ty-six states. from Canada and even 
from England! 

The national encampment is supple- 


3 Py et 2 


- 





MRS. SALM 


mented by Labor Day week-end con- 
claves, where the same spirit of devo- 
tion and religious concentration is 
superbly duplicated. 

I also watched the officers and board 
of the NFTY in serious sessions, plan- 
ning their future was 
amazed at the maturity with which 
they grappled with their problems. 
which are so intensified by their meager 
fiscal that it 
sacred duty which we of NFTS are per- 
forming in “mothering” and nurturing 
these futures leaders of our temples 
with personal and material assistance. 
The youth board set up a National 
Committee on Extension, designed to 
temples without 
groups to set them up. 
who have been exposed to the stimu- 


programs. | 


resources. | felt was a 


encourage youth 


E-missaries 





Rabbi Herman E. Schaalman, director of the Chicago Federation of the UAHC, speaks at camp dedication exercises. 
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lating effects of conclaves and camp 
programs will visit their unaffiliated 
contemporaries and urge them to join 
the regional federations. Experienced 
NFTY-ites will offer aid to newly- 
formed groups in the enhancement of 
their local programs. 

A fascinating feature of the meet- 
ing was the presence of a group of 
rabbinical students, who give much of 
their time to assisting youth groups. 
They are subalterns of Rabbi Samuel 
Cook, the devoted director of NFTY, 
and Miss Eleanor Schwartz, assistant 
director. A number of these future 
rabbis are former NFTY-ites who were 
inspired by conclaves and _ institutes 
to devote themselves to careers of serv- 
ice to their faith. 

Climax of my summer experience 
was attendance at the moving dedica- 
tion exercises of the new camp. (See 
photo, page 16.) Hundreds of adults 
joined the young people for this occa- 
sion, and were deeply impressed by 
a dedicatory pageant written by Rabbi 
Maurice Davis and Rabbi Jack Stern, 
the Dean and the Co-Dean of the In- 
stitute. In my own remarks at this 
dedication, I said that the UAHC camp 
was like unto a Garden of Eden, where 
young people will eat of the fruits of 
the trees of knowledge and thereby 
acquire spiritual and intellectual nour- 
ishment. I am happy to repeat this 
sentiment here and strongly urge upon 
my fellow Sisterhood members to give 
even greater attention to this burgeon- 
ing religious revival represented by 
the NFTY. It’s our finest investment 
in assuring a glorious future for Lib- 
eral Judaism! 


Sisterhood President 
Woman of Year 


Honor came to the Hebrew Friend- 
ship Congregation Sisterhood, Harri- 
sonburg, Virginia, when its president, 
Mrs. Julius Wise, was selected as one 
of five Women of the Year by local 
radio station WSVA. The winners 
were chosen from candidates spon- 
sored by 216 religious and civic or- 
ganizations of seventeen counties rep- 
resenting 11,000 women. President of 
the Sisterhood for a number of years, 
Mrs. Wise is a devout member of the 
congregation, which numbers approxi- 
mately 100 people. She has been active 
in Red Cross, March of Dimes, and 
other civic enterprises. NFTS warmly 
congratulates Mrs. Wise. 


Over the Top 
HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 


Mrs. Edward B. Schulkind, New 
York City, chairman of the NFTS 
project for the Union House of Living 
Judaism-Berg Memorial, announces 
with pleasure and warm appreciation 
that the following Sisterhoods recently 
completed their quotas of $10 per 
member. Their names will be in- 
scribed on a companion wall to the 
beautiful Fireplace Wall in the Sister- 
hood Lounge of the building. 


BETH SHOLOM SISTERHOOD 
Danville, Va. 
TEMPLE EMANUEL SISTERHOOD 
Beaumont, Texas 
TEMPLE ISRAEL SISTERHOOD 
Alliance, Ohio 
NASSAU COMMUNITY TEMPLE 
SISTERHOOD 
Hempstead, N. Y. 
TEMPLE SHAREY TEFILO 
SISTERHOOD 
E. Orange, N. J. 
VIRGINIA STREET TEMPLE 
SISTERHOOD 
Charleston, W. Va. 


N.Y. Area Sisterhoods 
Play Hostess at H.L. J. 


Sisterhoods in the New York area 
have been “playing hostess” to the 
thousands of visitors to the Union 
House of Living Judaism. Forty-six 
Sisterhoods rotate in sending two 
members on week-days and Sunday 
afternoons. Sisterhood hostesses wel- 
come guests, invite them to register 
in the Guest Book, and show them 
the lobby and second floor. Mrs. Sol 
Tekulsky, New York City, is chair- 
man of the NFTS Hostess Committee, 
whose members include Mrs. Emil 
Buschoff, New York City; Mrs. Isidor 
Enselman, Brooklyn; Mrs. Edward A. 
Faust, New York City; and Mrs. 
Abraham Steigerwald, New York City. 








ATTENTION SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOPS 


Get all articles from us: 
Books, Records, Chanuka Menorahs, Candles, 
Decorations, Gifts From Israel, Charms, etc. 


LARGEST DISCOUNTS Write for details 


The JEWISH GIFT SHOP 
602 Amsterdam Ave., N. Y. 24, N. Y. 
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Mrs. Sol Tekulsky 
Presents Kiddush Cup 


A NEW addition to the collection of 
Jewish ceremonial objects at the Union 
House of Living judaism-Berg Me- 
morial is a hand-wrought Venetian 
glass Kiddush Cup (shown below) re- 
cently presented to the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations by 
Mrs. Sol Tekulsky, New York City, 
NFTS Executive Board member. 

One of the rare Kiddush cups made 
of glass, the cup was executed by an 
old-world craftsman on the Island of 
Murano, Venice, where Mr. and Mrs. 
Tekulsky visited last summer. Painted 
on the glowing red glass are Biblical 
scenes, one of which shows Moses de- 
scending Mount Sinai. 


In accepting this unique gift, Dr. 


Maurice N. Eisendrath, president of 
UAHC, declared: “The Kiddush Cup 
is symbolic of the joy and thanksgiv- 
ing so inherent in Jewish religious life. 
This magnificent ceremonial object is 
a valuable addition to the extensive 
collection housed in the Union House 
of Living Judaism.” 

In addition to serving on the NFTS 
Executive Board, Mrs. Tekulsky is 
vice-chairman of the NFTS Commit- 
tee on Youth Activities and chairman 
of the Union House of Living Juda- 
ism Hostess Committee. She is a vice- 
president of both NFTS District No. 
3, the New York State Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods and of the N. Y. 
Federation of Reform Synagogues. 
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Sisterhood Chanuko Workshop 


i= is the season when Sisterhood 
members are busy with plans for the 
celebration of Chanuko. Many Sister- 
hoods hold Holiday Workshops where 
members “learn by doing” to supply 
the living experiences of Judaism in 
their homes. One of the most success- 
ful Chanuko workshops has been spon- 
sored by the Central Synagogue of 
Nassau County Sisterhood. Rockville 
Centre. N. Y. For the past few years 
the Workshop has been under the di- 
rection of Mrs. William A. Stein. Bald- 
win, L. I.. who describes it below: 

“A few weeks before the holiday 
(but close enough so that participants 
will not forget what they learn) we 
hold a very comprehensive Workshop 
in an informal manner in which all 
five senses are used to study all phases 
of the holiday. The story and_ back- 
ground history of Chanuko are given. 
as well as the legends; where possible. 
facts and legends are separated and 
clarified. We compare the ancient man- 
ner of celebration and ritual in home 
and synagogue with that practiced to- 
day. and the differences among Ortho- 
dox, Conservative and Liberal observ- 
ance.” 


Tasting the Holiday 

“We show how home and table may 
be decorated for the holiday. and what 
can be bought in the commercial mar- 
ket. and what made- at home. In the 
latter case we show our members how 
to make things at home and let them 
actually do certain things. Tables are 
set up as suggestions for parties for 
all ages. from pre-school to formal 
adult dinner parties. with appropriate 


menus. favors. ete. Games are sug- 
gested for the various age groups. and 
we actually play some of them at the 
Workshop so that the mother will 
know how to lead the game when it is 
plaved in her own home. The meaning 
and manner of gift-giving is explained. 
and our Judaica Shop displays its ap- 
Traditional 
are given and discussed. and not only 


propriate wares. recipes 
are the finished products shown to see, 
feel. taste. but 
sample batches are made up right then 
and that participants can 
learn the tricks of the trade. (We hold 
the Workshops. incidentally. in our 
Temple Auditorium which adjoins a 


smell and sometimes 


there so 


~ 
oo 


kitchen which we use for our sample 
cookery. There tables are set up at 
which the group sit so that they can 
take notes. and have a tasting party 
in comfort. without juggling things in 
their laps. Pencils and paper are also 
provided. ) 

and 
and 
will 


“The blessings are explained. 
taught to the mothers in Hebrew 
in English. so that they in turn 
know as much as their children who 
are learning the blessings in religious 
school. and will be able to teach them 
to younger children not yet in school.” 


From Pancakes to History 

“Questions are invited and answered 
on anything pertaining to the holiday. 
whether it be on the never-ending 
Chanuko-versus-Christmas problem. or 
what colors are permissible for deco- 
rations. or how long to soak potatoes 
before making pancakes. 

“All this takes place on an after- 
noon, with a sitter being provided in 
another part of the building. in order 
to bring out mothers with young chil- 
dren. While we haven't had to put the 
S.R.O. sign out yet. word of our Work- 
shops has spread around. Each year 
we have participating. 
them not 
members but many seasoned veterans 
feel that through the Holiday 
Workshop they can gain ideas for more 
participation in their 
with their growing-up or even grown- 


more women 


among only our younger 


who 
homes 


joyous 


up families.” 


NFTS Executive 
Board Meets 
in Pittsburgh 


| ANNUAL 1952 NFTS Executive 
Board meeting was held in Pittsburgh. 
Pa.. November 17-20. under the lead- 
ership of Mrs. Louis A. Rosett, New 
Rochelle, N. Y.. National President. 
More than seventy NFTS Executive 
Board members. representing NETS 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, were 
invited to the William Penn Hotel for 
the event. 

Members heard reports of regular 
and special NFTS committees. includ- 
ing the Special Committee on Evalua- 
tion. Mrs. Henry Monsky, Los Angeles. 
Cal.. chairman of this committee. pre- 
sented the results of a questionnaire 
sent to all local Sisterhood presidents 
on the programs and _ activities of 
NFTS. The agenda also included mat- 
ters concerned with the good and wel- 
fare of NFTS. An unusual feature of 
the Board meeting was a special Lead- 
ership Training Institute designed to 
Board 
training courses in their own areas. 

The three Pittsburgh Sisterhoods of 
Temple Emanuel, Rodef Shalom and 
Temple Sinai. with a combined mem- 


enable members to conduct 


bership of more than 1.850 members. 
were hosts to the Board members at a 
dinner on November 19 at Temple 
Rodef Shalom. Selected 


the three Sisterhoods were invited to 


members ol 


attend the special Leadership Train- 
ing Institute. 





November MRS. 
29 Vernon 





To All Sisterhood Members 


With profound gratitude to God for the beauty of their long and 
distinguished lives of service, the National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods proudly notes the 90th birthday anniversaries of two 
beloved and famous leaders of the Sisterhood world who par- 
ticipated in the founding of NFTS, January 21, 1913. 

J}. WALTER FREIBERG 

Vanor. Cincinnati 

Past National President, Chairman of the Committee 

on Jewish Ceremonials and Art, and recipient of an 
Honorary Doctorate from the Hebrew Union College 


December MRS. JOSEPH STOLZ 
12 5458 Hyde Park Blvd.. Chicago 
Originator, with Dr. George Zepin, of the Union- 
gram, former NFTS officer, and former Chairman 


of the Scholarship and Religious Education Fund 


May God continue to sustain them in strength and joy. 
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Seven Leadership Training 


Institutes Sponsored by NFTS 


Seven Leadership Training Insti- 
tutes held in New York City; Trenton, 
N. J.; Paterson, N. J.; 
Mo.; Youngstown, Ohio. and Jackson 
and Memphis. Tenn., marked the 
opening of the 1952-53 Sisterhood sea- 
son. Under the 
NETS Committee on Field and Mem- 
bership Services. headed by Mrs. Jul- 
ian Hennig. Columbia, S. C.. the 
institutes are part of a program de- 


Joseph, 


the sponsorship of 


signed to train leaders in regional 
areas. 

NFTS leaders from New York. New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and the New 
England states attended the one-day 


“Sisterhood Review.” sponsored jointly 
by NFTS and its District No. 3. the 
New York State Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods. on October 15 at the 
Union House of Living Judaism-Berg 
Memorial. Mrs. Louis A. Rosett. New 
Rochelle, N. Y.. NFTS President. pre- 
sided. 

During the morning session Sister- 
hood leaders heard Rabbi Jay Kauf- 
man, New York. Assistant to the Presi- 
dent of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, who spoke on “The 
Background and Institutions of Re- 
form Judaism.” and Miss Jane Evans. 
New York, NFTS Executive Director 
and of NETS leadership 
who discussed “The 
Origin, Growth, Development and 
Present World Status of NFTS.” At a 
luncheon following the morning meet- 


originator 


training courses, 


ing. prominent Sisterhood leaders were 
presented to the group. 

The afternoon session featured Mrs. 
William J. Leffler and Mrs. Joseph 
Glanzer, both of Tuckahoe. N. Y.. 
NFTS District No. 3 President and 
Vice-President, respectively. Mrs. Leff- 
ler discussed “Attributes of Leader- 
ship.” and “Public Speaking”: Mrs. 
Glanzer presented “Parliamentary Pro- 
cedures” and “The Current Sisterhood 
Scene.” 

Two one-day Institutes sponsored by 
NETS and its District No. 4. the New 
Jersey Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods, drew Sisterhood members from 
twenty New 
Mrs. Glanzer conducted both meetings 
which were held at Temple 
Trenton, N. J.. Nov. 19 and 
Har Sinai, Paterson. N. J.. 

More than fifty 


Jersey local Sisterhoods. 
sarnert. 
Temple 
Nov. 25. 


midwestern Sister- 





Speakers at the recent ‘‘Sisterhood 
Review”? Leadership Institute at the 


Union House of Living Judaism- 
Berg Memorial, New York City. 


Shown, from left to right, are: Miss 
Jane Evans, New York, N. Y., NFTS 
Executive Director; Mrs. Louis A. 
Rosett, New Rochelle, N. Y., NFTS 
President; and Mrs. William J. 
Leffler, Tuckahoe, N. Y., President 
of NETS District No. 3, the New York 
State Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods. 


hood members participated in a Lead- 
ership Workshop in St. Joseph, Mo., 
on October 6. Held at Adath Joseph 
Temple, the sessions were conducted 
by Miss Evans and attended by Sister- 
hood members from Kansas City, Mo., 
Topeka and Leavenworth. Kan. 

Miss Evans also conducted leader- 





Tuckahoe, 


Mrs. 


Glanzer, 
N. Y., Vice-President of NFTS Dis- 
trict No. 3, who spoke at three recent 


Joseph 


NFTS Leadership Training Insti- 
tutes in New York, N. Y., Paterson 
and Trenton, N. J. 
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ship workshops this Fall for NFTS 
Districts Nos. 6 and 12, the Ohio and 
Kentucky-Tennessee Federations of 
Temple Sisterhoods; and in Memphis 
for the Board of Temple Israel of that 
city and their guests from Eastern 
Mississippi NFTS units. 





Card of 
Chanks 


From the 
National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods 


Mrs. Louis A. Rosett, President, 
and Miss Jane Executive 


Director, are deeply grateful for 


Evans, 


the many hundreds of warm New 
Year’s greetings which they have 


received, They wish they could 
personally answer each one. The 
necessity of using this card of 


thanks in no way diminishes the 
depth of their appreciation nor 
the heartiness of their reciprocal 


good wishes. 
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P « OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 


AND ITS JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 838 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 21, 


N.Y. 





Officers and Board Members 
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS and its 
JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 

rresipent: Hanotp W. Dusinsxy, St. Louis 

Ist. v.-pres., NFTB and Chancellor, JCS: 

Leo Wentcame, Kansas City 

v.-pres.: Josern F, Finxevstern, Brooklyn 

Wittiam H. Rosenrerp, Cleveland 
secneTany: Paut H. Lerrmann, Chicago 
rREASURKEK: SAMUEL SuucnutTer, Cincinnati 

Harris S. Abrahams, Dayton; Silas Adelsheim, 
Pittsburgh; Sidney Adler, Philadelphia; J. Robert 
Arkush, Lous Angeles; Percy Barker, San Francisco; 
Moise Bloch, New Orleans; Maurice Bucove, Knox- 
ville; Irwin M. Flaster, Newark; Harold L. Fleisch- 
er, Hollywood; E. M. Friend, Jr., Birmingham; Ely 
E. Goldwasser, St. Louis; Harry A. Greenberger, 
Harry Greenfield, Brookline; Samuel L. 
Louisville; Herbert Hollander, Wash- 
G. Jerry Isenberg, Los Angeles; Joseph 
Leavitt, Los 


V.-PRES.: 


Canton; 
Hertzman, 


ington; A. 


H. Kukes, Detroit; Melbourne L. 
Angeles; Lewis B. Lefkowitz, Dallas; Mort L. 
Levy, Toronto; Fred Meyer, Chicago; Edward 


Miller, Denver; Edwin J. Oppenheim, Harrisburg; 
David L. Baltimore; Milton Perlman, 
Chicago; Melvin W. Peyser, New York; Charles 
S. Raizen, New Rochelle; Allen L. Rosenberg, 
Phoenix; Henry S. Scherer, Hartford; Dr. Daniel 
J. Schwartz, Baltimore; Stanley V. Shanedling, 
Minneapolis; Hirsh Sharf, Boston; Sam Silverman, 
Cincinnati; Harry L. Steiner, Seattle; A. J. Ur- 
bansky, Oklahoma City; Jack Weiller, Glencoe; 
Harry M. Weinberger, Brooklyn; Henry E. Wolff, 
Miami; Mitchell G. Zindler, Houston. 

HoNonARY: Roger W. Straus, New York, Hon. 
pres., NFTB; S. Herbert Kaufman, Harrisburg, 
HON. PREs., JCS; Rabbi George Zepin, Cincinnati, 
HON. sEcnETAKY; Leon L, Berkowitz, Philadelphia; 
Max E. Berkowitz, Mt. Vernon; Jesse Cohen, Brook- 
lyn: Allen V. de Ford, Washington; Hon. Samuel 
B. Finkel, New York; Charles Friedman, New Ro- 
chelle; Maurice Jacobs, Philadelphia; Charles P. 
Kramer, New York; James L. Magrish, Cincinnati; 
Albert F. Mecklenburger, Glencoe; Julien W. New- 
man, Brooklyn; Charles Reizenstein, Pittsburgh; 
Harold Strauss, Washington; Ferdinand T. Weil, 


Perlman, 


Pittsburgh. 
ex-orFicio: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, New 
York; Dr. Samuel S. Hollender, Chicago 
Sytvan Lepow, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Justin D. RoTHMAN, ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Hyman KANTER, COMPTROLLER 
Address all correspondence for NFTB or JCS to 
838 Fifth Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 


Articles Welcomed 


The Brotherhood Section of AMER- 
IcCAN JuDAIS™, official organ of 50,000 
members of 257 temple men’s clubs, 
welcomes articles of interest to readers 
of this section as well as the general 
section of the magazine. 


EDITORIAL 


by PAUL H. LEFFMANN 


Secretary, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 


A MEN’S CLUB must never forget that 
it is an arm of the temple. The temple 
is devoted to the preservation of Jew- 
ish values. Hence a men’s club must 
regard the transmission of these values 
as one of its paramount goals. How to 
advance toward this goal may be de- 
termined by each club. The important 
thing is to keep the goal in sight. 

In the field of entertainment we can- 
not compete with the highly profes- 
sional fare being nightly offered on 
television, in the movies, or through 
other forms of public entertainment. 
Our most delightful program confec- 
tions will not compare with the offer- 
ings available with the twist of a dial. 


Meetings with ‘*Meat”’ 

There is, however, one type of pro- 
gram which defies competition, and 
which our members will find uniquely 
rewarding. | refer to such programs 
which provide heightened understand- 
ing of what it means to be Jewish. It 
is a mistake to believe that such pro- 
grams must be dull. With the use of 
ingenuity and perhaps the personali- 
ties now available through the NFTB 
Speakers’ Bureau, a program with 
Jewish content can be edifying as well 
as entertaining. Perhaps we will not 
entice multitudes to such activities, but 
those who will come will aver that 
there was “meat” in the meeting. 

Realizing the urgency of this policy, 
the NFTB Board is currently advocat- 
ing the greater Judaization of our 
events. This is part of the religious 
emphasis implicit in NFTB’s “war on 





PAUL H. LEFFMANN, Chicago attorney. 
is chairman of NFTB’s Program Assist- 
ance Committee; past president of Tem- 
ple Sinai Men’s Club, and a trustee of the 
temple. 
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religious indifference.” The tendency 
came to a head in Chicago, where the 
Conference of Temple Men’s Clubs 
approved a resolution to the effect 
“that our Men’s Clubs have not fully 
appreciated the desirability of intelli- 
gently and effectively increasing Jew- 
ish religious content in planning their 
programs ...and have underestimated 
the appeal and attraction which in- 
creased Jewish religious content would 
hold for its members.” 


Program Suggestions 

Getting down to details, the Chicago 
committee urged its clubs to deal with 
Jewish music, Jewish biography, and 
Jewish humor at its gatherings. Strong- 
ly endorsed were the study groups 
springing up throughout the country. 
Familiarization with the Talmud is 
encouraged, as are seminars on the 
import of prayer, rabbinic-psychiatric 
panels on the therapeutic value of re- 
ligion, and explorations of the Jewish 
contributions to art, music, medicine, 
science, education, etc. Many clubs 
have already found that such programs 
are a source of fascination to their 
members. 

It would do well for clubs every- 
where to hearken to the Chicago call. 
In such manner will we best serve our 
community, our temple, and our faith. 
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Biennial Convention 


The biennial convention 
National Federation of Temple Broth- 
erhoods and its Jewish Chautauqua 
Society will be held November 7-9, 
1953. at the Hotel Jefferson in St. 
Louis. 

The occasion also will mark the six- 
tieth anniversary of the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society. 

Although the convention is still a 
year off. the temple men’s clubs of 
St. Louis have been working on plans 
for the meeting for many months, and 
an outstanding conclave is in prospect. 


New NFTB Services 


Three outstanding new NFTB proj- 
ects are keeping the national office 
swamped with requests for service this 
year. These are: 

TempleAttendanceKit. Described 
\ MERICAN 
JupAisM, it contains an organizational 
plan for local temple attendance 
drives. and includes such techniques 


in the September issue of 


as a house-to-house canvass of congre- 
gational members, and telephone and 
mail campaigns, for which new litera- 
ture is provided. 
Service Bulletin. 
tion for temple men’s club officers and 
A clearing-house of 


\ new publica- 
board members. 
ideas and information for improved 
Brotherhood programs and service to 
temples. It is mailed bimonthly, in the 
months when AMERICAN JUDAISM is 
not published. 

Lecture Bureau. Furnishes speak- 
ers for men’s club meetings. 

For further information about these 
projects, write NFTB, 838 Fifth Ave- 
York 21, New York. 


nue, New 


Welcome, New Affiliates 


Here are the latest clubs to 
NFTB: Allentown, Pa.. KENESETH 
ISRAEL BROTHERHOOD, Pres., David L. 
Margolis; Bay Shore, N. Y.. MEN’s 
CLUB OF TEMPLE SINAI, Pres., Julius 
Spivak; Santa Ana, Calif.. TEMPLE 
BETH SHOLOM MEN’S CLUB, Pres., Bern- 
hardt Bernstein; Wheeling, W. Va., 
EOFF ST. TEMPLE MEN’S CLUB, Pres., 
Joseph Straus; Sharon, Pa.. TEMPLE 
BETH ISRAEL MEN’S CLUB, Pres., Ber- 
tram Speizer; San Mateo. Calif.. 
PENINSULA TEMPLE BETH-EL MEN'S 
cLuB, Pres., Irwin M. Randolph. 


join 
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Reports of LOCAL Brotherhood Activities 


NEW YORK: Concrecation RopePH 
SHotom Men’s Association heard a con- 
cert of traditional Jewish music by thei: 
cantor and choir in November. 

BOSTON: McGeorge Bundy and Mark 
DeWolfe Howe, both professors at Har- 
vard University, debated the major party 
issues at the October dinner meeting of 
TEMPLE IsRAEL BROTHERHOOD. 


PHILADELPHIA: Ropepr 
TempLe Men’s Crus held its September 
meeting at Fels Planetarium, with Rabbi 
David H. Wice weaving a religious theme 
into the astronomy lecture. Arrangements 
were made to show the skies at the times 
of various Jewish holidays here and _ in 
Israel. The lecture was preceded by a 
dinner at the Franklin Institute, of which 
Fels Planetarium is a part. Door prizes 
included memberships in the Institute. 


SHALOM 


BROOKLINE: Highlights of Chasidism 
were discussed by Dr. J. I. Cheskis at 
the TempLe Sinat BrorHerHoop Sunday 
morning breakfast meeting in October. 

DALLAS: Rabbi Olan’s radio 
broadcasts are sponsored by his TEMPLE 
Emanvu-Et_ Brorueruoop. A football pro- 
eram featured the October 8 fellowship 


Ww eekly 


dinner meeting. 


SCHENECTADY: Unique 


CONGREGATION 


project 
GATES OF 
Chanuko 


planned — by 
HEAVEN BROTHERHOOD is a 
Family Dinner. 


ERIE: Ansue Hesep Temp_e MEN’s CLus 


announced its lecture course program 
for the 33rd season, bringing to Erie 
outstanding speakers on cultural and 


civic subjects. 


KANSAS CITY:B’nar Jenupan Broru- 
ERHOOD reported in NFTB’s Evaluation 
Survey that their meeting of last 
year was a sports forum panel discussion 
on “The Pros and Cons of Intercollegiate 
Athletics.” 


best 


HOUSTON: A post-Yom Kippur dance 
opened the season of TempLe EmManu Et 
BROTHERHOOD on September 29. Music 
by Tony Martin was the special attrac- 
tion. 


TUCSON: A Labor Day family picnic 
was held on the school grounds of the 
Presbyterian Mission by the TEMPLE 
EmMANu-EL MEN’s C us. 


SECTION 


Finkel- 


presi- 


NEW ROCHELLE: Joseph F. 
stein, vice-president NFTB, and 
dent New York Metropolitan Conference, 
installed the TEMPLE IsRAEI 
BROTHERHOOD at its October meeting. 


officers of 


MT. VERNON: Tempe Stnat MEn’s 
Cius held a beefsteak membership din- 
ner meeting in September, with free ad- 
mission to any man joining the club that 
night. 


CHICAGO: TempepLte EMANUEL MEN’s 
CLus announced the opening of the club 
brotherhood 
on October 7 featured addresses 
Edgar A. Jonas 


bowling season. An open 
meeting 
by two Congressmen, 


and Sydney R. Yates. 


BAYSIDE: Tempce Berto SHOLOM MEN’s 
CLus is planning a woodworking activity 
group and a “Sunday Morning Bagel & 
Lox Breakfast.” The club is also buying 
card tables for the temple. 


GLENCOE: Nortu Suore ConcREGA- 
rion IsrAEL Men’s Cius Forum brought 
Charles Laughton and co-stars to Glencoe 
“Don Hell.” At the 


to present Juan in 


club’s September dinner meeting Dr. 
Hans J. Morganthau, professor of politi- 


cal science of the University of Chicago, 
discussed the vital issue, “The Unfinished 
Business of American Foreign Policy.” 


ATLANTIC CITY: Beru Isract Tempe 
BrorHeRHdop will hold monthly meet- 
ings alternately on Sunday mornings and 
in the evening, with the expectation that 
members not able to attend the evening 
meetings will be able to come mornings. 
The Sunday 


open to the 


morning meetings will be 
older students in the re- 


ligious school. 


NEW YORK: CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE 
Brotherhood and Sisterhood jeintly spon- 
sored a political orientation meeting fea- 
turing Franklin D. 
velt, Jr. and a Republican spokesman. 


Congressman Roose- 


WATERBURY: Tempce Israet Brotn- 
ERHOOD is presenting the temple with a 
bronze memorial plaque for 100 names, 
as a share in the temple’s eightieth an- 
niversary observances. Principal speaker 
at the anniversary dinner will be Rabbi 
Bernard Bamberger, of New York City. 


MEMPHIS: Tempte Israet BrotHer- 


Hoop heard an address by A. E. Hohen- 
(Please turn page) 
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Boston Bible Breakfasts Bring Out Brotherhood 


by SYDNEY BERKMAN, Temple Ohabei Shalom Brotherhood, Boston 


_—_ in the nature of a mira- 
cle is happening on Sunday mornings 
at the Temple Ohabei Shalom in Bos- 
ton. Unlike the heavenly manifesta- 
tions of old. this has not been accom- 
panied by blinding flashes of lightning. 
Rather does it have its origin in a quite 
humble birth. creating no more stir in 
the community at its inception than a 
pebble falling into a good-sized mill 
pond. For over six years now the waves 
created by this beginning have quietly 
been spreading out, and in that time 
they have elicited inquiries from points 
as far as Texas. 

And of what does this phenomenon 
consist? Merely a group of 100 to 200 
men spending their Sunday mornings 
in a seminar studying the Bible and 
other sacred literature under the lead- 
ership of our rabbi, Dudley Weinberg. 

The procedure is as follows: 

Breakfast is served from 9:30 to 
10:10, and no later than 10:15 the 
seminar starts and continues until 12 
o clock. The sessions are used for no 
purpose other than learning. No pro- 
motional activities of any kind are per- 
mitted. 

The sessions are not really lectures. 


They more accurately be de- 
scribed as The 


“students” read a portion of the text, 


may 
informal seminars. 
and then the discussion starts. 
There meetings 
with more than 200 men present. The 


have been many 
average over the past five years is in 
excess of 125 men per session. 

The first year the first five books of 
the Bible were covered. The following 





er 4 


4 
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year. the group delved into the writ- 
ings of the prophets. Many who had 
rarely opened a Bible gained an in- 
sight into the spirit of Isaiah, Amos, 
Jeremiah. Hosea and Ezekiel. 

The next year, similar treatment was 
accorded to Pirke Aboth, the Ethics 
of the Fathers and other Talmudic 
readings. 


The fourth year was spent in study- 
ing selections from the Midrash, and 
the fifth year was devoted to a con- 
sideration of the origin and _ signifi- 
cance of our liturgy. The group spent 
all last year exploring the Book of Job. 

The language problem has been sur- 
mounted. When. 
sage from Isaiah is read, the historic 


for instance, a_ pas- 
background against which the prophet 
was speaking is made clear. Next the 
original Hebrew is transliterated, and 
any idiom involved is explained, there- 
by uncovering nuances in meaning lost 
in translation. And finally, after dis- 
cussion and not infrequent argument, 
the message is extracted. 

This year the Brotherhood is plan- 
ning to enlarge the scope of the pro- 
gram. It is intended there will be six- 
teen Sunday seminars instead of the 
eight held in the past three years. 

Yes. Temple Ohabei Shalom 
lieves it has developed a technique 


be- 
which literally transcends centuries. 
Here men emulate in both form and 
substance the learning 
our fathers. We urge our fellow Broth- 
erhood members to seek a taste of this 


processes of 


thrilling quest of Jewish lore. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 

“Japan Our Far Eastern 
at its September dinner meeting 
honoring past presidents. Officers 
installed and Elias J. Goldsmith, Jr. was 
awarded a JCS silver key for his leader- 


berg on and 
Policy” 


were 


ship in making this a quota club. 


NEW YORK: East Enp Tempie MEn’s 
CLus is sponsoring all Boy 
Scout activity at the temple this year. 
The men’s club will organize troops and 


levels of 


secure necessary charters as the activity 
warrants. 





LINCOLN: Soutnu STREET 
BROTHERHOOD opened the 
Nathan Gold on 


Resources, 


TEMPLE 
with 
a discussion by “Ne- 
braska — Its Industries, and 
Future” at the September dinner meeting. 


season 


BROOKLINE: BrotHerHoop TEMPLE 
Ouavet SuHatom featured the “Starring 
the Editors,” Boston radio and TV 
program at its October dinner meeting. 
Participants on the panel were editors of 
four Boston newspapers, 


local 


A Jewish Chautauqua Society Sponsored Seder 


for Christian Students at Albion College 
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A unique experience was shared by 
150 Christian students at Albion Col- 
lege, Albion, Michigan, last spring, 
when they partook of a Passover 
Seder with Rabbi Frank Rosenthal, 
of Temple Beth Israel, Jackson, 
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Michigan, the visiting JCS lecturer. 
The banquet was arranged by five 
classes taught by Dr. John L. Cheek, 
professor of religion, and was pro- 
moted by four campus religious 
organizations. 






























Gildred Hall, beautiful social and Fa 


dining building. 


by J. ROBERT ARKUSH, Brotherhood’s Dream Comes True! 


NFTB Executive Board Member 


Little did Wilshire Boulevard Temple Men’s Club dream when it started a 
youth camp that in three years it would own a $175,000 property of 110 scenic 
mountain acres fronting on the Pacific Ocean. Here 250 children last summer 


tt Youth attended the only camp in Southern California where Reform Judaism is prac- 


ticed and taught. 
Camp a ae 
Los -bugeles Fou 


At right: 

In sycamore grove worship area 
camp choir rehearses with leader, 
Shirl Lee Guide. Below: camp 


swimming pool is a popular spot. 





Bottom, right: 
Rabbi Alfred Wolf leads campers 


in pageant commemorating 100 


years of Judaism in California. 


Bottom. left: 

Menorah, camp insignia, on jersey 
of Camp Director Than Wyenn, 
catches eye of his son Joel. 











Jewish Chautauqua Society 











House of Learning 
in the Wilderness 


by Maurice Davis, Rabbi, Temple Adath Israel, Lexington, Ky. 


is LETTER I received from the Jew- 
ish Chautauqua Society asked me to 
speak at Caney Junior College in Pip- 
papass. Ky. This was not my first JCS 
assignment. but it was different from 
the rest. No one in my congregation 
had ever heard of the place. Members 
who had lived all their lives in Ken- 
tucky merely looked bewildered when 
I mentioned Pippapass. It appeared 
on no map: even the AAA was forced 
into some minor research. Finally. they 
sent me some written directions. and 
I set off on my mission. 

For 190 miles of miserable moun- 
tain roads. | cursed Chautauqua. At 
every hairpin curve. deep in the heart 
of the Cumberlands. I hated myself 
for accepting so ridiculous an assign- 
ment. After five hours of eye strain. | 
reached the end of my map and very 
nearly the end of my rope. Here I 
branched off the “good” roads. and 
tortured my car into the wilderness. 
with only a narrow path to traverse. 
On my left the world went straight up. 
On my right it went straight down. 
There was no village. no store. no sign 
of habitation. Surely I had made some 


error. 


Up the Mountain 

There was a man with a mule on the 
side of the hill. He informed me. with 
not a little pride. that Caney Junior 
College was right around the bend in 
the road. My car could go no farther. 
I parked it by a pile of coal, and be- 
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gan to scan the side of the mountain. 
Suddenly I saw a green shack built 
into the hill. I peered into the foliage. 
and was able to make out a second. 
and a third. It was like that magazine 
game where one tries to identify fig- 
ures that are blended with the trees. 

I climbed a portion of that moun- 
tain. and met the dean. He greeted me 
cordially. and began to tell me the 
story of Caney Junior College. It is 
an accredited school for mountaineers. 
There is no tuition nor charges for 
board and room. All that they extract 
from the students is a promise to re- 
turn to the mountains at the end of 
their schooling in order to help their 
people. 

There are 200 students (co-educa- 
tional). They are quiet and industri- 
ous, but their heritage is illiteracy. 

I did not give the talk that I had 
prepared for them. Instead. I tried to 
explain to them what a Jew is and 


what Judaism is. They had never seen 
a Jew before. much less a rabbi. After 








Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


I spoke, they asked me questions of 
unbelievable naivete. We lunched to- 
gether. and then I went from class to 
class. | took over a course in world 
history: another in Latin; another in 
English composition. As each one 
ended. they came to me and asked that 
I attend the next. 

I strolled with them along their 
campus, 250 perpendicular acres. and 
after a while I began to piece together 
the saga of Caney Junior College. In 
1916 a Mrs. Lloyd. fresh out of an 
Eastern college. came to the Cumber- 
land Mountains in a covered wagon. 
She went into that wilderness and sent 
out a call to the hill people. They 
heard that call and came to see her. 
\ college was begun. Then she started 
a high school and a grade school 
manned by her “graduates.” Friends 
in the East sent her money. The WPA 
helped a little. The Rosenwald Foun- 
dation built her a high school. The 
mountaineers donated land and labor. 
Education became a part of mountain 


living. 


Like Browning Heroine 
Perhaps Mrs. Lloyd modeled her- 
self after the heroine of Browning’s 
poem. Perhaps she thought that even 
as Pippa enriched the lives of others. 
so too could she. She called her little 
side of the mountain Pippapass. The 
Browning Society built her a post office 
because of it. 
(Continued on next page) 
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House of Learning 
(Continued from preceding page) 


Late in the afternoon I met her, a 
small ancient woman in an old-fash- 
ioned room surrounded by the pictures 
of her graduates. No mother was ever 
prouder of her children than Mrs. 
Lloyd is of her ex-illiterates. 

The day ended all too soon. | prom- 
ised to return next year. | promised 
to ask the Jewish Chautauqua Society 
to send them some books, and | prom- 
ised not to keep this experience to my- 


self. 


Chautauqua Blessed 

I had cursed Chautauqua all the 
way down, but I blessed it all the way 
back. Even the roads seemed not quite 
so horrible. It was through Chautau- 
qua that my eyes had been opened. 
For I had seen carved out of the stub- 
born rock, and the equally stubborn 
mountaineers, a house of learning in 
the wilderness. 

I would like to think 
Chautauqua had some small hand in 
helping this modern Pippa bring a 
new life and a new meaning to those 
who had waited these many years for 
such an opportunity. As I drove home 
that night I tried to recall Browning’s 
“Pippa Passes,” and one line kept ring- 
ing through my head, “God’s in His 
heaven—All’s right with the world!” 


that we of 


JCS LIBRARY GIFT TO 
ARIZ. STATE COLLEGE 


JUDAICA 
1 





Rabbi Morton Fierman, 
Temple Beth Israel, Phoenix, shows 
a volume of the Universal Jewish 
Encyclopedia, one of thirty volumes 
of Judaica recently donated by JCS 
to Arizona State College, Tempe, 
Ariz., to Dr. Grady Gammage, presi- 
dent of the college. Rabbi Fierman 
conducts a resident lectureship for 
JCS at the university two hours a 
week on Biblical History and Liter- 
ature. 


left, of 


QUESTIONS 


Q. I have seen the Jewish winter 
festival spelled Chanukah, Hanu- 
kah, Chanuko, Hanukka and a 
dozen other ways. Which is cor- 
rect? 

A. None is incorrect. It is extremely 
difficult to render, or transliterate, the 
words of any language into another. 
This word is especially difficult be- 
cause the opening guttural letter is 
absent in English and because the last 
syllable is variously pronounced. The 
UAHC has formulated its own stand- 
ardized transliteration system whereby 
the spelling is “Chanuko.” 


Q. What is the 
lighting candles? 

A. In ancient times, people spent 
most of their evenings in darkness. 
Making light was an onerous arf ex- 
pensive task reserved for special occa- 
sions. The very presence of light gave 
a festive appearance to one’s surround- 
ings. Over the course of time. light 
came to be regarded as a symbol of 
many religious ideas Union 
Prayerbook, Vol. 1, Newly Revised. 
p. 7) and hence, sacred. The lighting 
of the Chanuko candles, of course, is 
associated with the legend of the cruse 
of oil which miraculously endured for 
eight days at the desecrated Temple's 
rededication (which is what the word 


(see 


Chanuko means). 


Q. Is there any relationship be- 
tween Chanuko and Christmas? 

A. Obviously, they commemorate 
widely different events. But anthropol- 
ogists contend that both holidays stem 
from early midwinter festivals when 
flares were illumined to signalize the 
people’s anxiety over the growing scar- 
city of daylight. This would account 
for the emphasis on lights, which both 
holidays have in common. They have 
another thing in common: both occur 
on the twenty-fifth day of a month 
(Kislev and December, respectively). 
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about 


Judaism 





Q. Does Judaism await the com- 
ing of a Messiah? 

A. Orthodoxy Reform, how- 
ever, has abandoned this belief in 
favor of the hope that by applying re- 
ligious principles to life mankind can 


does. 


achieve a messianic age. 


Q. What is meant by Midrash? 

A. Originally, the word means “ex- 
ploration,” and refers to the seeking 
out of new interpretations of Scrip- 
ture, one of the earliest objectives of 
the sermon. Indeed, a term applied to 
the sermon is derasho, an abbreviation 
of the word midrash. Ofttimes the new 
interpretations of the Biblical text be- 
came far-fetched. so that the word 
midrash came sometimes to be applied 
to statements that strain one’s credu- 
lity. 


Q. In our congregation, everyone 
rises for the Kaddish. Aren’t 
mourners supposed to be the only 
ones to do so? 

A. Practice varies among Reform 
congregations. Where everyone rises, 
the idea is to stress collective grief. 
Another motivation is to spare the 
mourners the feeling of embarrassed 
conspicuousness. Reform has discard- 
ed any notions about “bad omens” in 
connection with mourning customs. 


Q. What does “Oneg Shabbat”’ 
mean? 

A. Oneg means the pleasure, and 
Shabbat, of course, means the Sab- 
bath. Oneg Shabbat, in rabbinical 
writings, refers to the special pleasures 
which people should enjoy in honor of 
the Sabbath. In Palestine the great 
Hebrew poet. Chaim Nachman Bialik, 
instituted Saturday afternoon sessions 
of song and discussions at his home. 
He called each such gathering an 
Oneg Shabbat, and the term was later 
applied to other gatherings in connec- 

(Continued on cover 3) 








New JCS Literature 


Three new pieces of Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society literature have been 
printed this year. They are: 

Annual Catalog. An illustrated 32- 
page booklet containing a summary 
of the four-point JCS program; an 
alphabetical list by states of 835 col- 
leges and 205 church camps JCS has 
served: list of books given to libra- 
ries; topics discussed by rabbis, and 
excerpts of statements by college ofh- 
cials. 

Annual Report. A progress account 
of last year’s activities and program 
projected for this year. 

«The Door to Better Understand. 
ing.*’ The latest folder designed for 
JCS membership solicitation. 


JCS Plans to Serve 
400 Colleges This Year 


With 1951-52 the best year financially 
in the Jewish Chautauqua Society's 
history. an expanded program of serv- 
ice to colleges, church camps and li- 
braries is projected for 1952-53. 

Rabbinic visits to 400 colleges are 
planned for the coming academic sea- 
son; 350 colleges were served last sea- 
son. The summer camp project. which 
reaches Christian youth at a teen-age 
level, and the JCS book program. 
which furnishes selected volumes of 
Judaica to college libraries. are being 
extended considerably. JCS also is on 
the alert to establish resident lecture- 
ships for more intensive instruction in 
Jewish subjects at a number of addi- 
tional American universities. 

With this eminently successful four- 
point program, JCS is creating better 
understanding of Judaism and its con- 
tributions to democracy and civiliza- 
tion among the Christian leaders of 
tomorrow. 
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by Albert A. Gordon 


esis JEWS are prone to regard 


all the sages of the Talmud as defend- 
ers of a rigid and inflexible interpreta- 
tion of Judaism. That this is a miscon- 
ception is readily seen when we look 
into the individual lives of some of 
these teachers. One in particular draws 
our interest and attention in this year 
of 1952 which marks his 1900th Yahr- 
zeit. His name was Gamaliel. 

Gamaliel was a descendant of the 
gentle Hillel. The record is not clear 
as to the precise relationship, whether 
son or grandson, but most scholars be- 
lieve he was Hillel’s son. Hillel sought 
to liberalize the Biblical laws in their 
application to contemporary life. Ga- 
maliel walked in the way of his illus- 
trious forebear. He was one of the 
foremost exponents of the Hillelistic 
viewpoint and contributed greatly to 
establishing its preeminence in Juda- 
ism through subsequent ages until the 
very present. 

In his attitude toward Biblical laws, 
Gamaliel seems to have been motivated 
by what the Talmud calls tikkun ho-o- 
lom, the general welfare of society. If 
a particular law of Scripture failed to 
promote the general welfare because 
it was obsolete, or for some other rea- 
son, Gamaliel was not averse to break- 
ing with tradition in order to make the 
law more applicable to current con- 
ditions. In particular, Gamaliel insti- 
tuted changes in laws dealing with di- 
vorce proceedings. He liberalized these 
laws to give women greater protection 
against the arbitrary power of hus- 
bands. According to the Biblical law, 
a widow whose husband had met his 
death in a far distant place could not 
remarry unless two witnesses could 
testify they had seen the corpse in 
order to establish proof of death. The 
lenient Gamaliel modified this by rul- 
ing that one witness was sufficient. 

Asamaliel’s liberalism is reflected in 


Ahis attitude toward non-Jews. Some 


modern scholars attribute to him cer- 
tain Talmudic passages which are in- 
tended to promote better relations be- 
tween Jews and non-Jews. The poor 
of the non-Jews were to be allowed to 
glean in the fields in the wake of the 





Rabbi Gordon is the spiritual leader of 
Sinai Temple, Sioux City, lowa. 
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reaper in exactly the same manner as 
the Jewish poor. The Jewish commu- 
nity was obliged to tend the sick among 
all the poor, without distinction, and 
to render honorable burial to their 
departed. 

The honorific tithe Rabban, “our 
teacher,” was first conferred on Ga- 
maliel. Later generations shortened 
Rabban into Rabbi, “my teacher.” 
This was a manifestation of the high 
esteem in which he was held by his 
colleagues. for he was head of the 
Sanhedrin. Ofttimes, the Talmud adds 
the cognomen “ihe elder” to his name 
in order to differentiate him from his 
even more eminent grandson who bore 
the same name. 

Among Christians. Gamaliel is a 
well-known figure as a result of two 
references to him in the New Testa- 
ment Book of Acts, both of which ex- 
press admiration. In one place, he is 
pictured as proposing the release of 
a group of Christian zealots who. ac- 
cording to the New Testament writer. 
are being tried by the Sanhedrin. 
Again we find the Apostle Paul boast- 
ing of the fact that he had been Gama- 
liel’s disciple. So large did Gamaliel 
loom in the minds of Christians, that a 
twelfth century German monk de- 
scribed the Talmud as 
commentary on the Old Testament.” 

The Midrash states that “when Rab- 
ban Gamaliel the Elder died. the glory 
of the law ceased, and purity and ab- 


“Gamaliel’s 


stinence died.” Though. to be sure. this 
isan exaggerated evaluation of his life, 
it does indicate the great void that his 
passing left in the life of his people. 

Even though 1900 years have passed 
since Gamaliel’s death. his memory re- 
mains a stimulus to those who love 
Talmudic lore as well as to those who 
believe in a dynamic and living Juda- 
ism. It is good to pause on this mile- 
stone and to salute one of the great 
architects of Judaism. 
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Books Briefly Reviewed 


Martyrs iN Caro. By Leo Benjamin. 
Arcade Press. $4.00. 


In 1944 the world was shocked by the 
assassination of Lord Moyne, British 
colonial administrator and foe of the 
yishuv, by two members of the “Stern 
gang. Israel 
kamikazes.” the two terrorists willing- 


Known in as “Jewish 


ly went to their death “because we 
could not bear to see our nation bleed 
and suffer in In this book, 
taken from the trial records. they are 
given an opportunity to state their 
case. Were they murderers or martyrs ? 


silence.” 


THe Great JewisH Books. Ed. by 
Samuel Caplan and Harold U. Rib- 
alow. Jewish 


$3.75. 


American Congress. 


The editors of Congress Weekly, one 
of the finest of Anglo-Jewish publi- 
cations. have offered a splendid text 
for adult study of the 
literary documents. Each chapter con- 
tains background data. splendid trans- 
lations. and insight into the signifi- 
cance of these great works for our day. 


basic Jewish 


THe Great Mapness. By Avigdor 
Hameiri. Tr. from the Hebrew by 
Jacob Freedman. Vantage Press. 
$3.50. 


This novel of life in Austria-Hungary 
under Emperor Franz Josef was writ- 
ten in the early 20’s by a young Jew 
who senses and exposes the hypocrisy 
in the sudden jingoism that sweeps 
his country. An excellent picture of 
the “war years” as seen by the “little 
man.” 


THEY Dip Nor Fear. By P. E. Singer. 
Beechhurst Press. $3.00. 


Another attempt to epitomize the en- 
tire Nazi era and World War II with 
all characters performing as_proto- 
tvpes or symbols of Europe’s people. 
Albert Krieger. the hero, is the typical 
intermarried Austrian intellectual. His 
wife. the heroic non-Jewess. dies: his 
children. the lucky ones. escape to 
Switzerland. He 250 pages. 
from Austria to Dachau to Poland to 
the partisan forces in the woods. to 
Rumania. And the book ends, of course, 


goes, in 
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on board a ship bound for Palestine. 
There is good writing in the book, es- 
pecially in the chapters about the par- 
tisan guerrillas, but it does not come off 
as a whole because the people are too 
symbolic to be real. Good novels about 
the matters covered in this book are 
needed. This, unfortunately, is not one. 


MatmMonipes’ Creep. By Rabbi Ely E. 
Pilchik. Temple Bnai Jeshurun 
Publications, Newark, N. J. 


The Thirteen Principles of Maimon- 
ides are the closest approximation to 
a religious code within Judaism. The 
principles have become part of the 
traditional prayer book. Do these ideas 
have any relevance to Reform Juda- 
ism? The author proves that they de- 
cidedly do, in his seriatim critical 
analysis of each of the principles. An 
excellent opportunity to become ac- 
quainted with Moses ben Maimon, 
Judaism's greatest post-Talmudic sage, 
who was sometimes revered, sometimes 
denounced, but always studied. 


BENJAMIN DisRAELI, EARL or BEa- 
CONSFIELD. By Cecil Roth. Philo- 
sophical Library. $3.75. 


A scintillating and astonishing biog- 
raphy of the great “Dizzy,” with spe- 
cial emphasis upon his attitude to- 
wards his Jewishness. One learns that 
Disraeli was not at all ashamed of his 
background. On the contrary, he dwelt 
upon it extensively, both in his writ- 
ings and his career and thus struck 
harder blows on behalf of Jewry’s 
prestige than many full-fledged Jews. 
A delightful introduction to one of his- 
tory’s most picturesque personalities. 


Tue Jews in Russia. By Rabbi Louis 
Greenberg. Yale University Press. 
? vols. $7.00. 


From a mass of Russian, Hebrew, Yid- 
dish and English documentary sources, 
the author has pieced together the his- 
tory of the Jewish community in Rus- 
sia from the late 19th century through 
World War I. depicting the movements 
for emancipation, highlighting the per- 
sonalities involved in the struggle 
against persecution, and tracing the 
rise of Zionism. Graphically written. 


Max Leopotp Marco.is: ScHOLAR 
AND TEACHER. Ed. by Robert Gordis. 
Dropsie College Alumni Association. 


A scholar who left the ivory tower 
and engaged in the strife of Jewish 
life, Margolis nevertheless succeeded 
in winning the avid affection of his 
students. Here is a collection of es- 
says, published by his students. which 
reveals the attitudes of this contro- 
versial figure, who was allegedly dis- 
missed from the faculty ot the He- 
brew Union College for his avowal 
of Zionism and envisioned a 
reform in Judaism emerging out of 
Palestine. 


who 


KOHELETH: THE MAN anp His Worwp. 
By Robert Gordis. Jewish Theologi- 
cal Seminary. $5.00. 


This is the third and most comprehen- 
sive work by Dr. Gordis on the Bibli- 
cal book of Ecclesiastes. Contains a 
Hebrew text and translation, a superb 
and lengthy introduction with ample 
footnotes, so that one feels that unless 
some unexpected findings come for- 
ward, this will be the definitive work 
on that puzzling but provocative béok 
of maxims traditionally ascribed to 
Solomon. 


Prayer 
by RABBI SAMUEL GLASNER 


Teach us to pray, O our Lord, 
We beseech Thee! 

And grant us the grace of Thy 
Presencé to know. 

Show us how best with our prayers 
We may reach Thee, 

Thus bearing Thy blessings 
W herever we £0. 

Let not our prayer be a hammer 
To fashion 

A world of our wishes, desires and 

greed. 

Give us the knowledge 
That Thou alone knowest, 

And knowing. fulfillest our 
Innermost need. 


Words are so empty. 
Our powers so feeble, 
We cannot express well 
The things we would say. 
Help us with Thine understanding 
And wisdom! 
And give “ere we ask it. 
Lord, teach us to pray! 





Why Teach Hebrew? 
(Continued from page 2) 


the world over. Above all, the learning of 
Hebrew heightens the joy of intelligent 
participation in the spiritual life of Juda- 
standing at the same time as an af- 


ism, 
firmation of modernity’s need for strong 
links with the glorious traditions of the 


ages. 


RABBI LEON FRAM, 
DETROIT, MICH. 


Temple Israel. 


My answer to the question is very sim- 
ple: Parents expect their children to be 
taught Hebrew. 

What is more, in our congregation par- 
ents have brought pressure to bear on me 
to offer the children extra week-day ses- 
sions in Hebrew for which they willingly 
pay tuition and their 
membership dues. 


fees over above 

In a temple where most of the boys 
celebrate Bar Mitzvah, well 
firmation, the question “Why teach He- 
brew?” not Bar 
Mitzvah, you have to know Hebrew. Girls 
as well as boys attend our week-day He- 


as as Con- 


does even arise. To be 


brew sessions. I believe it is because these 
boys and girls feel a sense of concrete 
achievement in learning Hebrew, the lan- 
guage of their faith. 

The Reform must 
ganize itself to satisfy this fundamental 
desire for Hebrew as an important spirit- 


religious school or- 


ual acquisition. 

that increasingly 
Jews are realizing that Hebrew is at the 
foundation 


I believe American 


of Jewish religion and cul- 
ture, and that an acquaintance with He- 
therefore, a fundamental right 
of every Jewish boy and girl. 


brew is, 


RABBI DAVID LEFKOWITZ, JR.. B’nai 
Zion Congregation. Shreveport. La. 
Living as we do away from the centers 

of Jewish population on the Eastern sea- 

board and the industrial of the 

North, the use of Hebrew in temples and 


areas 


religious schools is becoming increasingly 
questioned. Many reasons are given by 
the for 
Changing times and the desire for assimi- 


questioners their opposition, 


lation (they call it “integration”) are 
used ad infinitum et ad nauseam. 
I use Hebrew in my services and | 


religious school because 
link with antiquity, a 
eternal bond. It 
flavor to divine services and reminds the 
children that, despite parental claims to 
the contrary, we de have a Jewish past. 
Hebrew enables the people and 
the adult to intelli- 
gently in the services. It gives them the 
feeling that 
that they have at least a small share in 
the to the civiliza- 
tion they claim to seek. More particu- 


teach it in 
it represents a 
cherished and 


my 


gives 


young 


pious participate 


“they are not alone” and 


Hebraic contribution 


28 


larly, I teach Hebrew because I am a 
Jew who is neither ashamed of my past 


nor afraid of my future. 


RABBI LEON KRONISH, Temple Beth 
Sholom, Miami Beach. Fla. 

I believe that 

in the religious schools of Liberal congre- 


Hebrew must be taught 


gations because it is one of the most 
hallowed and_ historic bonds with the 
ideals of our forefathers and with the 
scattered communities of world Israel. I 


do not expect that our children will be- 
but 
can successfully teach them the meaning 
of the Hebraic the terms 
found in our prayer book and also abun- 
dantly found in festival 
monial life. 

It is important for the to 
learn that “Sh’ma Yisroel” “Our 
God is One,” but it is equally important 
for the survival of our world-wide faith 
to understand a corollary Sh’ma: “Hear 
O Israel, One!” Our children 
will understand this when they 


come expert Hebrew _ linguists, we 


concepts in 


out and cere- 
children 
means 


Israel is 
readily 
begin to realize that the basic framework 
of the prayers, Borchu. 
Kaddish, etc., is being recited in Hebrew 


Sh’ma, Avos. 
by Jewish children in every corner of the 
to 
Our children will grasp this even more 
to functional 
possible. Wherever we 


universe where Jews happen dwell. 


if we begin Hebrew 
as much as 
use Tzedoka 
it; 
pentance, 


use 
can 
for charity, we ought to use 
can use Tshuva for re- 
ought to it: 
use Kedusha for sanctification, 
Anglo- 


Saxon term and would be an unfamiliar 


Ww herey er we 


we use WwW herever 


we can 


we ought to use it. Passover is an 


word to Jewish children in’ French 
Morocco, but the term Pesach is uni- 
versally used by Jewish children every- 


where. 
Carrying our goal of teaching Hebrew 


within the framework I have suggested 
would be realistic, possible of achieve- 
ment and a genuine historic bond of 
unity between the Jewish children of 


America and thy; Jewish children of 
Israel and the Jéwish children of the 
scattered commuhijties outside of Jsrael. 


a 


' 


tf 
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Law of Love 


(Continued from page 10) 


ciple: Does this law help men to love 
each other, and more importantly, to 
act lovingly toward each other? We 
would not “render unto Caesar what 
is Caesar's.” In the eyes of Judaism. 
nothing is Caesar’s; all is God’s. And 
every law of society must be a godly 
law. 

And not only for our own land, but 
for the world as a whole, Judaism’s 
“love through law” is a needed mes- 
sage. A world-order that is truly or- 
derly cannot be built upon informal 
association or vetoable good will, will 
never achieve stability through a bal- 
ance of power, but can only be achieved 
through law, law that is made by all, 
observed by all, enforced by all. 

Though we, as Reform Jews. are no 
longer governed, in large areas of life. 
by Torah, by law, we have the oppor- 
tunity and the obligation to teach To- 
rah, the principle of love through law. 
to the world, for “its ways are ways 
of pleasantness and all its paths are 
peace.” 


Letters 


(Continued from page 1) 


A rabbi who’s so holy his voice 
quivers when he prays: 
A rabbi who does bore you with his 
repetitious ways: 
A rabbi who is so mixed up with 
interfaith decorum 
That his alpha and omega is 
“mah yom’ru ha—goyim.” 
But with it all he»works so hard 
I can’t blame him when he cries, 
And I don’t mean one-half of this 
My best friends are rabbis. 


Apo_r L. HAMBURGER 
Baltimore, Md. 
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Questions and Answers 


(Continued from page 25) 
Sabbath or Friday evening 
plural is Ongei Shab- 


tion with 
services. The 
bat. 


QO. What is the significance of the 
Kiddush? 

A. Wine (Psalm 104, 
verse 15) as something which “glad- 
dens the heart of man.” Hence, it is 
fitting to drink some on festive occa- 
sions. Joyousness, however, can stop 
short at mere indulgence, or it can mo- 
tivate a person to bring joy to others. 


is described 


To induce the latter condition. the 
wine is blessed, the idea being that 


man is obligated to broaden the area 
of joy. This rite reflects the Jewish 
belief that material things of life are 
not to be spurned, but utilized to serve 
God. Hence, the word, Kiddush, 
tification,” which means to make holy. 


““sanc- 


The text of the Kiddush prayer makes 
reference to God’s love for man and 
cites causes for gratitude to Him: the 
deliverance 


act of Creation and the 
from Egypt. 


‘es i en waant 
gags :- B gpa 


way... 
with 


Is ‘Slaw’? the correct transla- 
tion of the word Torah? 

A. No. The word originally derives 
from a Hebrew word meaning “to aim” 
and so “to show or guide” and later 
“to teach.” Hence, Torah is best trans- 
lated as “teaching” or “instruction.” 
Actually the word has several mean- 
ings: 1) the first five books of the 
Bible, i.e., Toras (teaching of) Mo- 
she; 2) the parchment scroll on 
which the five books are handwritten: 
3) the entire Bible plus all its com- 
mentaries and 4) learning in general. 
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Handsome ‘‘Head’’ indented in unusual glass 
coaster of indestructible finish which resembles 
bright antique silver. Will not tarnish, burn or 
stain. Will not cling to wet glass. Wonderful 
as a coasier or ash tray. 37%” diameter, boxed 
in set of eight 
$5.09 set of eight 
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GAY GIFTS, 175 5.h Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 
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brings 
activity 
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traditions. 
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By the same author: 
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Magnificently _ illustrated with 
photos, charts, drawings, maps, 
beautiful color plates of religious 
articles, temples, manuscripts. A 
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JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA 


A Monumental Pageant of Judaism 


¢ 10 Large, Handsome Volumes 


6,500 Pages — 12,500 Articles — 50,000 Biographical References and 
Sources Covering Every Segment of Jewish Knowledge, including .. . 


RELIGION - SCIENCE - HISTORY - LAWS - CUSTOMS « FAMOUS MEN & WOMEN 
ART - DRAMA .- LITERATURE - FOLKLORE - WIT & HUMOR-- MUSIC 
MEDICINE - EDUCATION - CULTURE . . . and many more. 


Edited and printed in English, here is the 
one authoritative source of all Jewish his- 
tory, lore and knowledge and Jewish-Chris- 
tian. relations. In popular, concise, objective 
form, The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia 
bridges the gap between Old World Scholar- 
ship and New World enlightenment. In 
picture and story, here is Judaism itself— 
its works, neople, art, culture, customs, heri- 
tage, history, civilizing’ influences through- 
out the world. 


ANSWERS ALL VITAL QUESTIONS 


It clarifies Jewish folklore, tradition, songs, 
laws, sacred books, rituals, fasts, holidays, 
philosophy, language, native wit, humor and 
many other subjects. Graphic tables and 
charts amplify the text. Included are the 
animals and plants named in the Bible; out- 
line of hygienic laws and customs; diction- 
ary of popular Biblical and Talmudic phrases. 


ONLY MODERN ENCYCLOPEDIA IN ENGLISH 
Every phase of Jewish opinion is repre- 
sented. A distinguished editorial board, em- 
bracing all three religious groups (Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reform), approved controver- 
sial articles before publication. Major arti- 
cles are followed by a bibliography to origi- 
nal sources to guide those interested in 
obtaining further data. A reading guide and 
complete index simplify finding any subject 
instantly. 

REVEALS THOUSANDS OF LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS 

Answers thousands of questions like these: 

Which Jews sailed and landed with Columbus in 
the New World? 

Who was known as the Jewish Pope? 

Who was the first Jew to be a U.S. state governor? 

For what non-Jew was haskhabah first recited? 

What is philo-Semitism? 


PRAISED BY EMINENT AUTHORITIES 


The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia is recogs 
nized for completeness and authority the 
world over. Among others, it has been ac- 
claimed by REV. DR. DAVID DE SOLA 
POOL, former President, Synagogue Coun- 
cil of America, Rev. DR. EVERETT R. 
CLINCHY, President, National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, REBEKAH 
KOHUT, President, World Congress of 
Jewish Women, ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, 
REV. DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, National 
Co-Chairman, United Jewish Appeal, HON. 
HERBERT H. LEHMAN, former Governor 
of New York, RABBI HERBERT 5S. 
GOLDSTEIN, former President, Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations, HENRY 
MONSKY, National President, B’nai B'rith, 


EXAMINE THIS RICH TREASURE FREE 


Think of it... you can now own The Uni- 
versal Jewish Encyclopedia without strain- 
ing the family pocketbook. But you must 
see... you must read this great treasure 
of knowledge to truly appreciate its incal- 
culable worth...its educational and cul- 
tural benefits for you and your children! 
The coupon below brings you all ten volumes 
for FREE examination in your own home. 
If’you decide to keep it, pay only $10 per 
month—nothing extra for postage; packing 
or credit—for just seven months. Otherwise, 
return Encyclopedia without obligation. As 
this offer is for a limited time only, be sure 
to mail coupon today! 
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clopedia prepaid within 10 days and you will refund my $9. 


AT $125.00 


For the first time, this in- 
valuable Encyclopedia is 
available on small month- 
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knowledge is now within 
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